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to Mr. 8.4 


tmpora ! O Mores ! Senatius hoc intellgit; Conſul Videt; Hic tamen vivñt: 
| TS Yano vero etiam in Senatum Yenit + fit Publici Con ili Particeps, notat 


e deſynat- oculis ad cadem manguemque Noftrum. Nos autem Viri Fortes. 
iftrus furorem ac tels vitems. 


ucere Reipublice videmur; 


Pi Nomulli ſunt in hoc Ordi me, qui aut Ea, qua imminent, not videant; 


"aut Ea, que-vident, diſimulent; qui 15 pem Catalina mollibus Setentiis alnerint; 
8 urationemque naſe entem non Credendo corroboraverwit 3. quorum Autorita- 


. tem ſeculi multi, non ſolum Improbi, verum etiam Vuperiti, fi in Hunc ani 
5 vertiſſem, bwidioſe aut tboneſte fatum eſſe dicerent. „ 
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EBEL LION i in a the Body Polatich, may be rel to TY 
ſome Malignant Diſtemper in the Netural Body. Whatever 

5 State has once ſuffer d by a General ReleBiom, like a Man 
that has once undergone the Fatigue and Danger of ſome 1 10 
ous Diſeaſe, has this Advantage above any other, as yet; 17 

that 4 Relapſe into the ſame Condition is eaſily prevented, r 
almoſt impoſſible, but thro a total Neglect. For tis very obſer- 
vable; that a Second Rebellion, in the ſame State, ſhall be carried 5 
| on by the ſame Meaſures as the Firſt was. I ſpeak here, not of 
every Factious Riſing or Tumult; which are often brought ahonʒt 
by various Perſons, for various Ends, and conſequently. by various 
Means or Steps; but of ſuch a Conſpiracy, as'endeavours to ſub- 
vert the whole Conſtitution, ſuch as in this Nation happens, when 
the Parliament conſpire againſt the Prince, as in 14. 

This Nation then may Jaſtly claim this Advantage, having fub- 
fered ſo Horrible'a' Maſſucre : And, one would think, that one 
Tryal of the Experiment ſhould teach us to be wiſer for the fü- 
ture: Sure I am, that tis in our ,n Power, if we knew our 
own Good, or could make but one ſerious Reflection * h 
former Calamities. 211 4 0 

But does there not Goda: (as 1 ſaid) to be 2 Total Negle#? Do 
not we think our ſelves too ſecure? Or rather, do we not fear 
Danger from a wrong Hand ? Alas ! I am too ſenſible that we do: 
And the Reaſon is plain. We are of Opinion, that becauſe the Pres- 

byterians were out-Murderers in 47, allo our ar Dangeri is on that 75 
Cs 8 1 © Sd £1919) 102 15 


9 


. 4 71 : An Antidote againſt Rebellion. — 


do put the ſame Helliſb Beſaus in practice again. 


ters Now. Vo; by the 4 


4 _ - - — - — Wwe — 3 * * >| 8 * {4 EP * 
* 


Tis true. the. Predhiteri aut are Precbitiaus ſtill z and I readily a- 
f be as ready (Tome among em) 
185 | Sut pray conſi- 
der a little; it does not follow(tthgk becauſe the Prechyterians were 
the Contrivers of the laſt Rebellion, I hey muſt be the only Plot- 
Ng - ſecret Coutts and Ponies, which 


rmoſt in 41, may a acobite Par- 


the Presbytefian Party got 


ty riſe at this preſent Time. You are miſtaken, if you think 


that the Presbyerians have that Intereſt now. The Scene ſeems 


to be changed into an exact Reverſe, of the Former; and. the 


7 4 (ou: to be of a Contrary Partg. 
„But the Difficulty. will be to perfuade You of this plain Truth; 


which tho it may at firſt ſeem Impoſſible to be proved, will I 


 fumbly conceive; appear by conſidering; by what Steps the for- 


mer Nebellion roſe to fo great a Pitch; that ſo having a perfect In- 
Fehr into thoſe Times, You: may compare them with the preſent. 

he Hiſtory, which; I am of Opinion, will give you the grea» 
#1 Light into this Matter, is that moſt excellent Hiſtory of 
We Eörd Clarendion'; fa Hiſtory" (not to enlarge upon its rare 
Beinties ; how Noble the Stile, how natural the Charact- 


ers, what Wiſe Reflections 5 in a word, how truly that great 


Made ferves the Character of a Perfect Hiſtorian; ) where the 
Teret Nea ſons and Policies of the: Conſpirators of our Ruine at 
#1 time are laid open; where the preſent Temper and State of this 

Nation is more lively Repreſented, than is almoſt poſſible for any 
mn to diſcover, by bare Experience or Refſecting upon the open 
Proceedings of ſome Men inthis Age. Tis true indeed, we fee little 
More inf that Hiſtory, than what Obſervation might or has before 


difcovered/ to us; (Which is an Argument that the Preſent Age 


ic guided by the Councils of the Laſt:) But this is the Advantage, 


_ Which we onght to make of that Hiſtory ; that wherein we per» 


eervethe Proceedings of the Prefent Time f fall in with thoſe 
of the Former, there to ſuſpe& the ſame evil Coiitrivances car- 
Tyingiin, or at leaſt the ſatme evil ſuccefs: And it muſt be confeſ- 
Fed tht ſeveral Acts would have eſcaped our Cenſure or Suſpici- 


on, were it not that we find the ſame to have been made the 
| bn our former Miſery: And ſeveral Preſons are Now eſteem- 


. 
* 


| reat Patrons of our Engliſi Conſtitution, wha are hence 
Aleovered to be its Greateſt Enemies. r 3 
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444 Autidote again Rebellion. 7 
My Deſign therefore in this Diſcourſe is, to trace that Grand 
ele e Miro. its greateſt Cauſes : I mean. ſuch, as max 
Herve ta point out to us the Steps by which. gur preſent Facti- 
ons riſe 3 to diſcover to us the inſnaring Practices of Leading Men 
in thoſe Times ; that ſo Wa of this Age may not he fo ſnameful- 
ly. Deceived and Carried on to give our Aſſent to Acts, which 


are; deligned to lead us Blimdfold into Error and. Confufen : in 


* 


ſhort, that we may not by a Cry againſt Presbytery., be led into 
Popery ; as the laſt Age, by a Pretence of extirpating Popery, eſta - 
bliſhed Precbytery : In a word, my Endeavour, is to recommend 
Peace and Union among Thoſe; who are ſingere for the Pre - 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, both in Church and State, as the moſt et- 
fectual way to keep out Popery. or Phanaticiſ mm 
I know no Apology that this Diſcourſe will need, but for the 
Timing of it. I forefee that ſome will object, that to diſcover our 
wn Failings, will give too great an Advantage to our Enemies. 
muſt confeſs, my Deſign is ſomething New: I pretend not, as 
moſt other Authors have done, to plead, the Cauſe of the High 


1 Logy Churchmen ; but am perhaps, what Mr. Sacheverel and 
his Followers may call a Trimmer: I condemn the Proceedings 
of both Parries; and herein I ſhall not fear to ſpeak the ful 
and Naked Truth z endeavouring to convince the World, that om 
Pivifions are carried on by the falſe Diſtinctions of thoſe, wha | 
truly deſign tho. ſecurity aud Advantage of this Church and Na- 
tion; who, if they be not ſhortly undeceived, will bring Ruine 
nd Deſttuction uponthis Kingdom: Theſe Conſiderations, i hum- 
bly; conceive, will be ſufficient to Juſtifie me in this Undertaking 3. 
for if Men will ſtill continue obſtinate, if they won't be prevaiſd 
with to tay afide their Prejudice and raſh Cenſures, they alone 
will be the Cauſe of that Miſery, which will inevitably follow. . 
To begin our View then of. that Rebellion in 41. In the firſt - 
place let it be obferved, that the firſt Contrivers of that Rebellion 
were Members of the, Houſe of,Commons.; whence we may draw 
this Conclufion, that, as in thoſe Days unleſs. the Houſe of Commans. 
had been Infected, that Rebellion could never have fpread;it ſelf 
fo far ; fo, at this Day, as long as the two Houſes of Parliament 
continue firm to the Intereſt of the Nation, tis almoſt impoſſible 
C0000 "Re | %% %% LO. K* 
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„ e, le ois 9 | 
that The Prerbprerian, or Fatvbirer eam ever get the Poste into 


that Courſe would not inevitably | 
© themſelves, is as much my wonder, as any thing that hath fince 


Lit is as 
1 won great —_ for _ King to pardon, as for the Party to 


— * 


their Hands again; and F think that the Prechyteriani camt 


war chen have got a/Parliament for their Tir at this Deer | 


"Time. | vet 1988 f E n 1 70⁰⁰. 55 Sie 
; The nent Step is: entire ER PIR Houſe of Onnen be⸗ 
came ſo Sede „ Biff "tothe Kjrg And L take the Res- 
ſons to be theſe 'two : 1. The Diffolving of Parliaments. 2 


Dili gende of ſore corrupteſ Nembefs! in the Houſe to ernte thels | 


Party.” And under theſe two Heads will be comprehended all that 
we Have to ſay, With reſpect to the Errors and falſe Steps on the 
"Hi side and the evil Practices of forme, and Ry or 
idtty of others, in the Parliament. 2 4 
1. The Diſhlomne of Parliament. * 
To this Head the Noble Author of the H n © of the Rebellion 
peaks thus, Page F. Vol. 1. 
f cannot but Jet my ſelf looſe to wy: that no Man « can ſhew 


me a Source” from whence theſe Waters of Bitterneſs, we now - 


kalle, have mote probably flowed, than from theſe unreaſonable 
a unskilful, and oredtate Diffolutions of Parliaments. It is dee 


ſtrange, that the King ſhould be ſo far prevailed upon, as to dif- 


{olve*three Parliaments at that time, merely to prevent the Pro- 


eien of his To Favotirites, | the Duke of Buckingham and the 


Lord Meſton . To which, With Reference to theſe Two great Mi- 


-niſters, our Anthor thus very truly affirms, Page 7. That the G- 
nion, Peace, and Plenty of the Kingdom al be preſerv d with- 
'© out Parljarnents or that the Paſſion and Diſtemper gotten and 
? received into Parliaments , could be removed and reformed by 


© the” more paſſionate breaking and diſſolving of them; or that 
ve the moſt pernicious to 


© happened. And again, with reſpect to the King, There is a 
Protection very ry gracious and jnſt, which Princes owe to their 
* Servants, when in Obedience to their juſt Commands, upon ex- 
©traordinary and neteſſary occaſions, in the execution of their 
* Truſts, they ſwerve from the ſtrict Letter of the Law, which, 
© without that Mercy, would be penal to them: In any ſuch caſe 
5nable (the Law preſuming it will always be done 


* accule, 
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41. Antidote againſt Rebellion 5 
accuſe, and the Judge to condemn: But for the Sovereigh Po.]. 
er to interpoſe, and ſhelter an accuſed Perſon from anſwering, 
does not only ſeem an Obſtruction of Juſtice, and lay an Impu- 
tation upon the Prince of being privy to the Offence,” but leaves 
* fo great a Scandal upon the Party himſelf, that he is generally 
concluded guilty of whatever he is charged with, which is com- 
© monly more than the worſt Man ever deſerved. But with due 
Submiſſion to the Judgment of this Great Stateſman, I can't but 
think it neceſſary, that the latter part of theſe Words of his ought 
to be a little temper d. I grant that they are rightly applied to the 
1 Caſe of King Charles ; but certainly more than one Caſe might hap- 
3 pen, wherein the Prince may very juſtly interpoſe between the Par- 
_ jament and his Miniſters, without ſeeming to obſtruct Juſtice, or 
3 being himſelfprivy to the Offence : As when the Parliament fhalt * 
4 ecd to the Accuſation of ſeveral Publick Miniſters, at a time 


when the Nation is in extream Danger of being invaded by a Fo- 
reign Enemy ; or when the People being much divided into Par- 
ties and Factions, this will ſerve but to encreafe our Diviſions r, 
in a word, when more neceſſary Buſineſs requires their Diſpatck: 
I ſay, in either of theſe Caſes, the Prince is put between two ve 
ry 2 K Straits. whether to ſide with the Parliament or the Per- 
ſons accus d. And certainly, if at any time he ougly to put in 
practice that great referve of diſſolving Parliaments, tis at this. . 
And it muſt Be confeſs d, that this was if ſome meaſure the Caſe f 
that unfortunate, but well-difpoſed Prince, King Charles. If e 
* conſider what Straits his Majeſty was put to for Money, the Par- 
A lament were as much to be condemned for not beginning wWubl a 
Supply, as the King for diſſolving them ; thoughat the fameitime 
de might have foreſeen the fatal Conſequenees of it, and they bugkt 
at leaſt to have ſuſpected this raſh Act of the Kings. However we 
find this Author ſpeaking very cautiouſly to this Point, Page 6. It 
© is not to be denied that there were in all thoſe Partiaments;;efpect- - 
* ally in that of the fourth Year, ſeveral Paſſages andi diſtemperd 
2 Speeches of particular Perſons, not fit for the! Dignity: and Ho- 
©nour of thoſe Places, and unfuitable to the Reverence dye'torhis - 
A and his Councißꝭ: But I do not know: any fermd At 
_ ©of either Houſe (for neither the Remonſtrance; nor the Votes wi - 
the laſt Day were ſuch) that was-not agrecablerto The Wilton 


d 


: 
' 


8 5 eee Belem. 


vanll Juſtice of great Courts upon thoſe extragrdinarj Oces i. | 

And. whoever conſiders the Acts of. Power n jultige pt.! 
of the Miniſters, in thoſe! intervals ot Far er 5 : 
much ſtandaliz d at the warmth and vivacity of tho 11 — 


That thoſe unwarrantable Acts of Power, and great ultice of 
"ſome of the Miniſters in thoſe; intervals, Of Parliament,, Were 
Gticvances which ought: to be redreſſed, 55 bare Pa arljament 
proceeded ina legal manner, no Masch an deny ald moreover, 
that the bare-tedrefling of them could be 190. rea on for the King 
-to: diſſblve thoſe Parliaments : But I humb d not HY 


npon my own Judgment, but upon our Au 2 : 0 Pe ag, in tho is 

"Caſes; that they were not Grieyances.- bh ered re! 1 5 5 
that ſeaſon; when a Foreign OwWwer inyva 45 he Non, and t 

upon this account the Remonſtrance aud other Proceedings of 


the Houſe of Commons were very . and therefore 
I-muſt-conchude, with ſubmillion do better Judges, that natwith; 


ſtanding the Ads bf Power, and Injuſtiq 0 mme 'of. the Mini: 
U. 


ſters in in this intervals of Parliament, have 22 5 vers. 
much '$eandalized- at the warmth . Tee 95 oe Meet 
ings : And this was the true Reaſon and Cauſe of the Riſe of 
that Rebellion, that more Members were not {ca ndali ied Ard 55 
tended at the violent Procgedings of thoſe 1 Ti mes: wk 1 ny: 
"who were really the the King's Friends, Look t no 10 85 FT 
the bare Acts of thoſe Parliaments. as to the I,awtineſs. 

law fulneſs of them; but never conſidered. hat Wwas like. fo b 
"Conſequence of them, or what was the End of, the l 21088 
then in the Houſe; by ſuch, Procgeglings. he an 
And ow may not I very juſtly ſay hat Ad intäges h my 


Age beyend the Laſt, both with Telps 9 Lg and People? # 
t o | 


25 Hence Gught a Prince to Learn, h ngexrous it is Hu 
ſome Pri tate Fancy, or Fondneſs, to be 15 entircl * Wee to, the] 1 
Fawurites, as to deny them ching: here, is n t that true. 2 
Arid Frindſſiip to be practiſed b etween a Prince 2 0 any. Fa Yourita 
who is but a Subject, as en betwean Jo es Jects, 'who ; ate 
Equals; they cannot be ſo entirely pne;there. eing this remarkable 
difference! ot hindrance, that the e 5 of .; br 7 are. 0 
I y che Concerns of the Nation 3 8, and 0 8 n 
| carttmearedrto „ Sache as Aff be a W vi oh Wh 


hoe? 


"OY 


F An Antidote againſt Rebellion. ff 


through Inadvertency, or any other Misfortune, the Favourite 
fſhould diſcover them, and draw not only the Prince, but the whole 
Nation into the ill Conſequences of it: But on t other Hand, When 
that ama Subject, contract a ſtrict Friendſhip with another, who is 
at leaſt in that reſpect, if not in all other, my equal; if my Friend 
deceives me, or is deceiv'd himſelf, fo as to inform a third Perſon 
of theſe Intimadies, which have paſt between us, and ought to 
have been kept private; I only am injur d. Princes, I grant, may 
make a choice of ſome particular Perſons, who, they may have 
good. Reaſon to think, may be of greater Service to them than 
others; either for their Wiſdom or their Fidelity; and with ſach; 


. they may more particularly and freely conſult. And Happy had it 


Duke of Buckingham after no other manner. i 
And in the next place, the Advantage is no leſs to the Subject, 
from the Conſideration of the Laſt Age. Re Tn ih 
Since Princes are to be allow'd their Failings, as well as the reſt 

of Mankind; and it muſt be confeſs'd that the great Indulgence 
expreſt to Favourites by King Charles, which put him upon diſſol- 
ving of Parliaments, was but a Failing (though one of the great- 
eſt He could have committed) and not done out of that Deſign, 
which his Enemies perſuaded too credulous Men of; it ſhould be 
an Argument to all ſerious and well-meaning Men againſt fuch vio- 
lent and raſh Proceedings againſt their Sovereigns ; it ſhould like- 
wiſe be an Argument to them, to beware of ſuch crafty Leaders, 
as were in thoſe Parliaments, who were ready to interpret every 
Act of the King's a Breach of Priveledge ; who dare to expreſs 
the greateſt Irreverrence to their Prince, in their ſcandalous and re- 
flecting Speeches ; who had practicd (as the Lord Clarendon ſays, 
page 97) a new ſturdy Stile of Addreſs, in which under the Li- 
* cence of accuſing the Counſel and Carriage of others, whom jet 
© they never nam'd, they bitterly and infolently reproach'd the 
* moſt immediate Actions and Directions of his Majeſty himſelf ; 
and then made the greateſt Profeſſions of Duty to his Majeſty's 
* Perſon that could Þe invented : Who had the Art of making 


been for that Pions Martyr King Charles, if he had made uſe of the 


— 


long and form d Diſcourſes, to delude inconſidetate but well- in- 3 


clin'd Perſons : I fay theſe Men, theſe Leaders of the Houſe of | 
Commons (if any fuch there be in theſe Days) may N 
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Jy be avoided, if we will but compare their Lives and all their 
Proceedings with thoſe that ſucceeded them in former Times. 
That there will in all Nations and Parliaments be a conſtant. 
' fupply of ſome ſuch Men as theſe, is not to be doubted ; and to 
endeavour to perſuade them to other Practices, were the ſame 
as to adviſe them to ſhut their Eyes againſt their own Intereſt, 
as long as they make this laying aſide all Conſcience and Religion 
the Road to Honour and Preferment: But ſtill there is ſome Ex- 
pectation of preventing others, who deſign no Evil, from falling 
thro' Inadvertency into the ſame Courſe. + e 
There is one very remarkable Relation of a Proceeding of the 
Houſe of Commons, by my Lord Clarendon, page 106 which] ſhalt 
here ſet down at large, to diſcover the Temper of that Parlia- 
ment, and leave Men to apply it how they pleaſe. _ | 
Tho the Parliament had not Tate above fix or ſeven Days, 
© and had manag'd all their Debates and their whole Behaviour, 
* with wonderful Order and Sobriety, the Court was impatient, 
© that no advance was yet made towards a Supply; which was 
' * foreſeen would take up much time, whenſoever they went about 
it, though never ſo cordially ; and therefore they prevail'd with 
the Houle of Peers, which was more entirely at the King's Diſpo- 
fal, that they would demand a Conference with the Houſe of Com- 
© mons, and then propoſe to them by way of Advice, that they 
would begin with giving the King aSupply in regard of the urgen- 
* cy and even neceſſity of his Affairs, and afterwards proceed up- 
on their Grievances, or any thing elſe, as they thought fit; and 
the Houſe of Peers accordingly. did give their Advice to this 
« purpoſe at a Conference: This Conference was no ſooner re- 
* ported iu the Houſe of Commons, than their whole Temper 
ſeem d to be ſhaken : It was the undoubted Fundamental Privi- 
* tedge of the Commons in Parliament, that all Supplies ſhould 
have their riſe and beginning from them; this had never been 
infring d or violated, or fo much as queſtion d inthe worſt times: 
© and that now after ſo long intermiſſion of Parliaments, that all Prj 
© veledges might be forgotten, the Houſe of. Peers fhouldbegin with 
an Action their Anceſtors never attempted, adminiſter d too much 
© Cauſe of Jealouſie of ſome what elſe that was intended; and ſo with 
* an unanimous conſent they declar'd it to be ſo high a Breach of 
F „„ AS} Privi- 
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* Priviledge, that they could not proceed upon any other Matter, 
© untill they firſt received Satisfaction and. Reparation from the 
Houſe of Peers, and which the next Day they demanded at 2 

Conference: The Lords were ſenſible of their Error, which had 
been foreſeen and diſſuaded by many of them; they acknowled- 
ged the Priviledge of the Commons, as fully, as they demand- 

_ *ed it ; and hoped they had not broken it by offering of their Ad- 
vice to them, without mentioning the Nature of the Supply, the 
* proportion or manner of raiſing it, which they confeſs d belong den- 
*© tirely to them; In ſine, they deſired them, that this might be no occa- 
ſion of waſting their time, but that they would proceed their own 
way, and in their own method, upon the Affairs of the Kingdom. 
4 This gave no ſatisfaction, was no reparation, and ferv'd their turn, 
1 vho had no mind to give any Supply, without diſcovering any fuch 
ö diſſatisfaction, which would have got them no cred it, the Houſe heing 

generally exceedingly diſpos d to pleaſe the King, andto do him Ser- 
vice. But this Breach of Priveledge was craftily enlarg'd up- 
on, as if it ſwallow'd up all their other Priviledges, and made 
them wholly ſubſervient to the Peers, was univerſally reſented. 
A Committee was appointed to examine Preſidents of former 
Times, in caſe of violation of their Priviledges by the Lords, 
though not of that Magnitude, and thereupon to prepare a a 
= Proteſtation to be ſent up to the Houſe of Peers, and to be en- 
= © tered into their Journal, and in the mean time no Proceedings 
F to be in the Houſe upon any publick Buſineſs, but upon ſome 
Report from a Committee, 3 3 
ö Is undoubtedly the Wiſdom of the Houſe of Commons to 
preſerve their Priviledges againſt all Encroachments; but (as our 
Author here ſays) To inſiſt upon every the leaſt Tnadvertency or 
irregular Proceeding of the Houſe of Lords, and craftily to in- 
large upon it, as if it ſwallow'd up all their other Priviledges, and 
made them wholly ſubſervient to the Peers, to appoint Commit- 
tees to examine Preſidents of former Times, and thereupon to 
1 draw up Proteſtations, and reſolve to addreſs the Prince, repre- 
(ſenting the dangerous Conſequences of thoſe Proceedings, as a 
7 Diminution and Violation of their Priviledges, the known Laws 
of the Land, the Liberties and Properties of the People; and at 
the ſame time cunningly ger it to be, with the deep en 
5195 1 9585 N 2 | en 
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cern, and a Grief. not to be expreſſed, that they found themſelves 
engaged in ſuch Diſputes, by which they were fo ſeaſonably inter- 
rupted in finiſhing the Supply to be granted to his Majeſty ; which 
never met with any the leaſt Obſtruction or Delay, but from the 
indiſpenſible neceſſity of vindicating the Rights and Liberties of all 
the Commons of Exgland, concluding with their earneſt Defires, 
that the remembrance of ſuch unhappy Differences might be blot- 
ted out, and that there might remain no other Impreſſion in the 
Hearts of Lords and Commons thana ſincere and paſſionate Concern. 
for the Welfare and Glory of an excellent Prince, nor any Con- 
tentions ever hereafter ariſe, but by whom the Publick Good fhould 
be beſt advanc'd : Nevertheleſs, deſiring that Satisfaction might be 
given by the Houſe of Peers, before they would proceed upon a- 
ny other Matter; nay, and when the Lords have acknowledged 
their Priviledges as fully as they demanded ; or at leaſt, when the 
Prince has interpos d, and ſeem d to diſlike their Heats and Ani- 
moſities, yet ſtill. for the Commons at ſuch a time to make this. 
ferve the turn of obſtructing more neceſfary Buſineſs, or of re- 
venging themſelves on the Lords, and inflaming the Nation: Theſe, 
FE ſay, were ſuch Proceedings, as, I ſuppoſe, no wiſe and honeſt 
Man will now approve of. And what a hard Task has the Prince 
to manage, when the two Houſes are thus at varianee: He muſt 
either Trim and Waver between both Parties, endeavouring to 
keep the Balance even, and give Offence to neither, which is next 
to impoſſibility ; or elſe, as King Charles did, he muſt openly de- 
elare againſt the Proceedings of the one; and if the Current be no 
_ other way to be ſtopt, it muſt end in a Diſſolution: Happy were 
we, if we could but conſider this. But to return ; we find that the 
above-mention'd Proceeding of the Houſe of Commons was pro- 
fecuted by an unanimous. Conſent of the whole Houſe, even when 
the Houſe generally was exceedingly diſpoſed to pleaſe and ſerve 
the King. Strange that Men could be fo blinded; as not to ſee the ; 
Conſequence of this, or what the Leading and moſt Active Men. f 
propos d by it! But the Reaſon of their Blindneſs and ſtupid In- 
advertency appears very plain to me: Twas a good Cauſe that 
they were engag'd in; they juſtified themſelves in defending the 
Truth and their undoubted Right: And the Wonder is leſs; if we 
dio but conſider, that tis no more than what the preſent Age ſeem 
5 robe 1 | bigotted 
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bigotted to. Violence or Zeal in a good Cauſe, they think, can 
never be carried too far; this is to be High in a true Senſe of the 


Word, according to Mr. Leſeys, Sacheveret's and others Interpre-- _ 


and moderate; if he will not proſecute Truth, When the Conſe- 


uence of it will be Evil; ſuch a one is Lom, and Lalewarm, he 


eſerves all the Scandal that that invidious and daubing Pen of 


Mr. Sacheverel or Lefley can throw upon him. 


Before I conclude this Head, E cannot but take the Liberty of 


faying again, That let Princes learn from hence, how far they 
encourage Favourites to provoke the Parliament; for this was the 
beginning of all the Troubles of King Charles; this was that which 
put the Parliament upon redreſſing Grievances at a time when they 
fhould have been oppoſing the Invaſions of a cruel and Blood- 


% 


thirſty Enemy: Let the Parliament alſo learn from Hence, how - 


they provoke their Prince, by keeping up unneceſfary Diſputes 


Ax 


between. both Houſes ; how they endeavour to obſtruct the moſt 


neceſſary Buſineſs, by proſecuting that which would be commen- 


dable at another time, but moſt pernicious at the preſent : For 


this was that which our Author tells us, Page 110. occafion'd all? 
that Mifery which follow'd in that King's Reign,  _ | 


There could not (faith he) a greater Damp have ſeized up- D 


* on the Spirits of the whole Nation, than this Diſſolution cauſed; - 


and Men had much of that Miſery in view, which ſhortly after 
fell out: It could never be hop'd that more ſober and difpaſſio- - 


© nate Men would ever meet together in that nes or fewer wo 


* brought ill Purpoſes with them: Nor could any Man imagine 
** what Offence they had given, which put the King upon that Ræ 
© ſolution. But it was obſerv'd, that in the Countenance of thoſe 
© who had moſt oppos d all that was deſir d by his Majeſty, there - 
was a marvellous Serenity; nor could they conceal* the Joy of 


© their Hearts; for they knew enough of © what Was to come, to 


conclude that the King would be fhortly competd to call Ang 


* ther Parliament, and they were ſure,” tha 
Men, would never be elected again. 


„ « 7 . 
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It maſt be confeſs d that the Offence, wllich was given, was 
not ſiifficient to put the King upon that Ręæfolution: Hut tis HO eU 


my wonder, how ſo many unbiaſsd Members eu join in ſuch 


vioRnts 


t· ſo many; ſo unhiaſsd” 
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violent Proreedings. Was it not this put the King upon the Diſ- 

ſolution of the Parliament before? Could not the ſame Temper 
be obſervedin the Leading Men, and that they were driving on to- 
Wards the ſame End? But what was yet more ſtrange was, that no per- 

ſan dar d to adviſe the King. There is one paſſage in this Au- 


4 # 


thor, which ſticks with me, Page 125. where he tells us, That the 
Earl of Stratford (in another Debate it was, but of no leſs Con- 
cern,) had no Reaſon to declare his Opinion upon fo nice a 
subject. What reaſon he had to fear I cannot apprehend; for 
tho it were in the preſence of the Earl of Holland and Sir Harry 
Jane, yet they. pretended. at this time to be the King's Friends; 
and. there was as: yet no open Rebellion of the King's own Sub- 
jects ; and therefore if the Earl of Stratford had deliver d his O- 3 
pinion, dont ſee with what ſhew of Reaſon the other Twocould , 
_ haye perſuaded the King to do as he did; and it muſt be con- 
fes d that the King would more readily; have hearkned to the | 
Earl than any Man. I ſhould not have mention'd this, but that 
in my poor Judgment it ſeems to give too great a Latitude to Men 
to judge when tis neceſſary or uſeful to give their Opinion, and 
when not. For my part, I declare, that neither fear of loſs of 
Reputation, Preferment, or even Puniſhment it ſelf, ſhould ter- b 
riſie me from giving my Opinion, where I thought it well-ground- 4 
ed. And however this may be interpreted to be nothingtbut a : 
 StoicalBravado; I am ſure tis a Principle which every honeſt Man is 
ſtrictly obliged to be directed by; there being no Caſe wherein a 
i Man can juſtly forbear giving his Opinion, with an intent to ſerve 
"God or his Country, but where he is-ſure it will be ſo far from 
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j doing Good, as to bring Evil upon himſelf ; and, with Submiſ- 
1 fon, I don't take this to be that Earl's Caſe. And certainly had 
f every honeſt Man been as Couragious and Bold to ſtand by their 


King, as Hewbder, Pym and others were to oppoſe him, their 
Conſpiracy would ſoon have been defeated. But this pro- 
_perly, belongs to my. ſecond Head, viz. to ſhew how the great 
. neſs and unwearied Application of a few Men, turn d the 
whole Houſe of Commons in that unfortunate Reign. oF 
The ſecond Conſideration then was, The Diligence of ſome 
corrupted; Members in the Houſe, to encreaſe their Party: To 
which our Author ſpeaks thus, Page 253. Vol. J. 
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I know 


* 
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I know not how thoſe Men have already anſwer'd it to their 


diſcern their Conſciences; who | 
© Truſt, and, it may be, with great Earneftneſs labour'd. to pro- 


OP 


own Conſciences, or how at's will anſwer it to him, who can 


um d their Country's | | 


o having 


cure that Truſt, by their ſupine Lazineſs, Negligence, and Ab- 
* ſence, were the firſt Inlets into thoſe Inundations , and fo con- 
* tributed to thoſe Licences which have overwhelm'd us. For by 
* theſe means a handful of Men, much inferiour in the beginning, 
in Number and Intereſt, came to give Laws to the major part; 


and to ſhew, that three diligent Perfons, are really a greater and 
more ſignificant Number, than ten unconcerned ; they, by plu- 


* rality of Voices, tn the end converted orreduc'd the whole Bo- 
dy to their Opinions. It is true, Men of Activity and Faction, in 

* any Deſign, have many Advantages, that a compos d and ſet- 
* tled Council, though induſtrious enough, uſually have not; and 
* ſome, that gallant Men cannot give themſelves leave to enter- 
* tain ; for, beſide their through conſidering and forming their 
Councils, before they execute them, they contract a habit of III 
nature and Diſinguity neceſſary to their Affairs, and the Temper 
© of thoſe upon whom they are to work, that liberal- minded 
Men would not perſuade themſelves to entertain, even 
for the prevention of all the Miſchief the others intend. 
* And whoſoever obſerves the ill Arts by which theſe Men us d to 
prevail upon the People in general; their abſurd, ridiculous ly- 
ing to win the Affections, and corrupt the-Underſtandings of the 
* Weak; andthe bold Scandals roconfirm the Wilful; the boundleſs 
« Promiſes they preſented to the Ambitious z and their groſs ab- 
* je& Flatteries and Applications to the Vulgar-ſpirited ; would 


% 


hardly give himſelf leave to uſe thoſe Weapons, for the preſerva- 


tion of Three Kingdoms. b e ERS 
Here we have an excellent Deſcription of thoſe Arts and Me- 

thods, by which two or three leading Men, Men of parts and 

ſubtilty, gained ſo great a Party. - - 7 


I muſt conſeſs, I have often wonder d upon what Principle 


” 


ſome Men act; how little regard they have to promote the good 
of their Country, much leſs the preſervation of Religion, or the 


Salvation of their on Souls: How few Men are there, that have 


Wiſdom or Cunning, and are not the Leaders of a Party? On "i 
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36 An Antidote. again Rebellion. 
other Hand, how few are there, who being weak and not over- 
wiſe, and are not guided by thoſe more ſubtil and crafty Leaders? 
And even thoſe few good Men that are, how often are they de- 
ceivd? The Advantages, (which our Author very well obſerves) 
Men of Activity and Faction have, that honeſt and good Men can- 

not give themſelves leave to entertain, encreaſe their Party as 

much, or more, than the Merit of the Cauſe : And I am poſitive 

that, if we would but trace the Steps and Motions of Leading Men 
in this Age, we ſhould find them walking on in the old Track; we 
"ſhould find them uſing the ſame Arts of Corruption, the fame 
Methods of proceeding : Do not we ſee how two or three Men, 
-meerly by a little Oratory or Impudence, ſhall turn and wind the 
nel Aſſemblies > And Men ſeem to be: contending more for 
Victory, who ſhall carry the Point, or uſurp the greateſt Priviled- 
ges, than who ſhall do their Country Service: And. neither Party 
'fhall fail to join unanimouſly in aſſerting their Rights; this is 
done by an unanimous Conſent, when about granting a Supply, or 
Fettling the moſt important Affairs of the Nation, there ſhall ariſe . 
the warmeſt Debates and Contentions : Was it not thus in King 
Charles his Reign, and is the Conſequence ſo defirable, that we 
muſt try it over again? Strangè that we concurr in nothing but the 
advancing our own Ruine, and diſagree in obtaining Peace and 
Happineſs! But the Ruine and Downfall of ſome Men, is the 
raiſing of others: And thus for the preſent Gratification of ſome 
ridiculous Temper, we run Head-long into a State and Condition, 
which we never intended or thought of. N 

But farther, let us ſee what Character our Author gives of the 
Leading Men in his Time. © So induſtrious, (faith he, Page 215) 
* was that People to preſerve thoſe; 'whom for private Ends they 
© defir'd to preſerve, as well as to deſtroy thofe, who they defir'd 
* ſhould be deſtroy'd. And again, Page 150. They exercis'd the 
- *higheſt Office of Friendſhip and Kindneſs toward each other, 
& adverſus ones alios hoſitle odium ; they watch'd all thoſe, who | 
they knew»were not of their Opinions, nor like to be, with all 
©  * poffiible Jealouſie. They worldiencourage and protect all ſcan- 
_. dalous and reflecting Speeches upon the Government; which made 
for their purpoſes, and threaten or abuſe all thoſe who oppos'd 
ſuch Proceedings ; ſeveral Members had not only the Impudence 
1 „ en . „ 0 
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to ſpeak, but to print their ſcandalous. but empty Harangues. 
Tn ſhort, what care does the Modern Politician take.to keep up 
the Character of his great Maſter, Mr. Hambden, Page, 147. 
© He was a Man of much greater Cunning, and, it may be, of the 
* moſt diſcerning Spirit, and of the greaftſt Addreſs and Inſinua- 
tion to bring any thing to paſs, which he deſired, of any Man of 
© that time, and who laid the Deſign deepeſt : He was not a Man ot 
many Words, and rarely begun the Diſcourſe, or made the firſt 
Entrance upon any Bnfineſs that was aflum'd ; but a very weigh- 
© ty Speaker; and after he had heard a full Debate and obſerv d 
how the Houſe was likely to be enclin d, took up the Argu- 
ment, and ſhortly, and clearly, and craftily ſo ſtated it, that he 
commonly conducted it to the Conlution he deſir d; and if he 
found he could not do that, he was never without the Dexteri- 
* ty to divert the Debate to another time, and to prevent the de- 
* termining any thing in the negative, which might prove inconveni- 
ent in the future: He made fo great a ſhew of Civility, of Mo- 
deſty and Humility, and always of miſtruſting his own Judg- 
ment, and eſteeming his with whom he convers d for the preſent, 
that he ſeem d to have no Opinions or Reſolutions, but ſuch as he 
contracted from the Information and Inſtruction he receiv'd upon 
the Diſcourſes of others, whom he had a wonderful Art of go- 
< verning and leading into his Principles and Inclinations, whilſt 
they believ'd he that wholly depended upon their Counſel; and 
Advice: No Man had ever a greater Power over himſelf, or 
* was leſs the Man that he ſeem d to be, which ſhortly after ap- 
bppeard to every Body, when he card leſs to keep on the 


o 


* Maſque. . EPA Toon Pena 

Let any impartial: Man read but this Character, and conſider it, 
and I am ſure it will make a very great alteration in his Principles 
and Notions of Men and Things. 


But ſtill tis the greateſt wonder to me, that even any Man, that 
is furniſh'd with all the Arts of this great Perſon, can incline 


Men of Senſe and Honeſty,;to his Principles and; Inclinations ! 


What ſhall I fay of theſe Perſons he thus leads and governs? Shall 

I ſay tis an Argument of their, want of Judgment, or Foreſight, 
or Induſtry, or Honeſty ? Certain it is, that Men lay down to 
themſelves ſome poſitive FOR to govern: n | 
N | 7 | Wie 
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which they take ſor undoubted and unalterable Truths; of which 
theſe may be two. .- | 


1. That we are to judge of Men by their outward Actions 1 
Behaviour. 1 85 9 5 
2. That where any Man has Truth on his ſide, we ought to ad- 
here to his Opinion. | 


Theſe are Maxims, which hold true in the general; but I con- 
ceive ſome particular Objections may be given to both Eh 

As to the firſt: A civil and obliging Behaviour is abſolutely ne- 
ceeſſary in every Man, and becomes more neceſſary, becauſe made 
uſe of by our Enemies, to put a gloſs upon ſome evil Action or De- 
fign: And it very often happens that good Men fruſtrate a good 
Action, by ſhaving too little Regard to the manner of pro- 
poſing it: We find this made one of the Principal Parts of Mr. 
Flamen; Character, he would apply himſelf ſo peculiarly to the 
different Tempers of Men, as to ſtrike that Paſſton they were moſt 
fubje& to, and then ſeldom fail'd of their Concurrence : A prudent 
Van therefore would be cautious of ſuch inſinuating Difſemblers, 
and not too credulous or ready to make a Friend of ſuch a One. 
kt is, indeed, impoſſible to. aſſign how we may diſcover when an 


outward Civility is real, and when diſguis d: Several nice Obſer- ; 


vations may help to diſcover the Deſigns of theſe Men; however, 
we may give this Rule in the generaF; to rely leſs on the Beha- 
viour of the Man, and more upon the appearance of the Action: 
But then in the next Place, Men by regarding the appearance of 
the Action, are apt too ſtrictly to be guided by that other Maxim, 

That where any Man has Truth on his fide, we ought always to 
incline to his Opinion: This is running out of one Extream into 
another: Here Men conſider not who the Perſon is, that propo- 
ſes any Good Act, or what Defign he may probably have. I am not 
O unreaſonable to think or affirm, that a wicked Perſon can't be the 
Author or Promoter of a Gcod Act, and haveno evil or dangerous 
Deſign: But this I muſt ſay, that a wicked Perſon can very hardly 
be imputed the Author or Promoter of Good Acts, being guided 
purely by an honeſt and religious Principle: I mean, —_— 
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"es An Antidote againſt Rebellion. | 19 
does not deſign by this Good Act, to bring about any greater Evil, 
- yet it is the Conſideration of ſome private Intereſt, or Honour, 
or Self-preſervation, that prevails with him ; juſt as a wicked 
Perfon, who has been educated in the Church of England, tho 
he need not fear Perſecntion for perſiſting in the practice of that 
Religion, yet would vigorouſly oppoſe any Act, which would 
bring in Popery and Fanaticiſm; and the reaſon is, becauſe he is 
not ſo certain or well ſatisfied of enjoying his Eſtate or Liberty, 
as he does now: Thoſe Men are certainly in the wrong therefore, 
who would perſuade us, that a wicked Perſon is no more to be 
ſuſpected of evil Deſign in promoting a good Act, than a juſt 
Man is: For as we took notice before of what the Lord Clarendox 
faid, that moſt of the Acts of Parliament in the time of the Re- 
bellion were not in themſelves Unwarrantable, and for that Reaſon 
many good Men concurr'd in the Proſecution of them, little conſid- 
ering that they themſelves were concern'd inthe procuring and ad- 
vancing their own Ruine; fo it is with Reſpect to theſe times, 
ſeveral good Men are deceiv'd and proſecute Truth to the great 
advantage of their Adverſaries : As we conclude therefore, in the 
general concerning the other Maxim, ſo will we concerning this 
alſo, not to have leſs regard to the Truth or Falſhood of the Act 
It ſelf, but more to the Perſons that promote it, and the good or 
evil Conſequence which may follow. DH TS © 
To conclude this Head ; let thoſe Men who deſire to ſee this 
Nation flouriſh, and into whoſe Hands their Country commend 
themſelves, not think it ſo indifferent a Matter, what Courſe they 
take; whether they be guided by a Leading Man of this or of 
that Party, and in the greateſt Concerns of the Nation join 
with thoſe, whoſe Converſation they like beſt, or whoſe Eſteem 
they value moſt, without any regard had to the Deſign of theſe 
Men, under whom they deſire to be initiated, or to the Action, 
what will be the Conſequence of it; as too many young Stateſ- 
men do, who have really no Defign, no Advantage, by joining 
with this or with that Party; and thus, more thro the Negli- 
' gence or Weakneſs of ſome, than the Induſtry and Deſign of o- 
thers, was the former Rebellion carried on, and our preſent Fa- 
ctions encreas d. And farther, let them be convinc'd of the Fol- 
ly and Danger of. keeping up _ ceſſary Diſputes between _ 
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ry ; for there are always ſome Leading Men, who make uſe of 
this Opportunity for inflaming the Nation, and who can fo im- 


prove theſe leſſer Heats and Animoſities, by their falſe Perſuaſions 


of the advantage and even neceſſity of them, as to make them 
TV WI. : --- 3 . 
And here I deſire it may be obſerved, that beſides thoſe Ad- 


vantages, which the Lord Clarendon enumerates, that Men of Acti- 
vity and Faction have in any Deſign, which Men of Honour and 
Religion cannot give themſelves leave to entertain; there is ano- 
ther, which is greater than any of theſe; and that is, The Diffi- 
culty, or rather Impoſſibility, which Men of Foreſight and Ho- 


neſty lie under, to perſuade the Credulous, or Careleſs, or Igno- 


rant, of the lurking Danger in giving their Conſent tothe paſſing 


of ſome particular Acts: I mean, when wicked and deſigning 
Men ſhall be the firſt Promoters of an Action, which ſhall appear 
plauſible and good, but is defign'd to ſerve their own private 
Ends, as it may be the Cauſe of ſome greater Evil to the 
Pablick : And perhaps there are ſome Men, who can difcern the 
falſe Colours, and the real End propos d and deſigu d; but can- 
not, without involving themſelves in Difficulties and Dangers, diſ- 
cover the Secret to others. My Meaning and Intent in this place 


may be more plainly illuſtrated by an Example or Inſtance. Tn 


the times of the Rebellion, when it was propos'd by the factious 


and over-ruling Houſe of Commons, that a Remonſtrance ſhould 


be drawn up and preſented to the King, repreſenting the many 
falſe and pretended Grievances they lay under ; undoubtedly 


there were ſome Members, who being well difpoſed to 255 their 


Prince and Country, perceiv d the Drift of thoſe crafty Leaders or 
Seducers, but were put to very great Straits, either to expoſe or 


endanger their own Safety, or to ſee their Country ruin'd, by en- 
deavouring, or not daring, to undeceive the Major Part, who 


thought ſuch, an Act neceſſary: For, could theſe few Men who 


toreſaw the Evil, have had: the Liberty or Courage to declare, 


That by this Act the total Subverſion of the Govovernment was 


deſign d, and likely to be the Event of it; and to prove ſuch a 
Deſign (which was the Difficulty that diſcourag d them) upon 
thoſe violent and leading Men, it might have met with a quite 


diffe- 


— 


* 

5 
E 
7. 
53 
FA 
7 
23 
* 
© . 

5 

F 

0 


- of 6s Bs * 8 ORs OS Ru 
Wes IX 3 


— + "WM N * _ 
Ye R p LY 1 "a 
be” 2 3 


FR 1 2 1045 . was "RS * * * 
e „r * . 9 "> 
EY oo hes I SF] oY N * . * 
e 9 2 5 5 1 
» of n 
"my * Wa ; * 
. 


5 An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 8 217 . 
different Reception: But alas, this could but be blindly and in- 


differently hinted at; and who durſt declare fo bold a Truth? 
They could only inſtead of this Method, plead that ſuch an Act 


was not ſeaſonable ; or that a Supply was more neceſſary; but 
thoſe honeſt Men, who gave their Votes for the contrary Party, 


thought it an effectual way to remove Evil Counſellors (as they 


call'd them) from about his Majeſty, and to give Satisfaction to 


many Perſons, and that it would be a means to make the King 


comply with the Parliament; (which was the falſe Step and Rea- 
fon ſeveral well-meaning Men all along proceeded upon, as eaſily 
to be effected, and neceſſary to be done ) and to put an end to 
their Diſputes and Mifunderſtandings. 5 oe: : 
And thus in thefe Days, what poor Arguments are they to diſ- 
ſuade a Man from voting for an Act, which is good and com-- 


mendable in it ſelf, that it is not rightly tim'd, or that it may do-- 
_ miſchief, or, perhaps, it may divide us more? Theſe are but May 

be's, Perhaps's, and Peradventures; and ſeveral Good Men, who:: 
cant take the Hint, or fee to the bottom of the Defign of fome-- 

working Brains, appear very zealous for the promoting ſuch an- 
Act; and if there ſhall be occaſion, they can, like Sir John Ho=- 
thaw, in the Hiſtory of the Rebellion, fall down on their Knees, 
and wiſh that God would bring Confuſion upon them and theirs;: 

jf they are not loyal and faithful Subjects. 1 


* * 


Let it be obſerved here once for all. that the Author dos not pre- is 


tend that this Work is as perfect as it might be, either for Methad or 


Style ; but ſuch as it is, he is of Opinion, that the Deſign is No- 
ble and Uſeful, if Men can but take the Hint. But to return 


Conſider (T muſt preſs it to you again and again) the Proceedings 
of thoſe Parliaments in the Reign of King Charles, and avoid 


them, as yon would avoid the Conſequence. The King diſob- 


lig d the Parliament, by an unjuſtifiable Protection of his Favous.- 


rites : And the Parliament were reſolv'd to expreſs their Reſent- 


ments to the King, by granting him no Supply. How was t 
more for the Intereſt of the King, 'to oppoſe the Scot 4, than of 


the Parliament, or his Subjects in general? Or was it more necef- 


ſary to puniſh one ſingle Man, than to oppoſe an Army of Re- 
bels 2 Should not we think any Man very ignorant te affirm tha? 
And how many Good Men then thought it neceſlary; that private 


Perſons... 
> 


22 A Antidote againſt Rebellion. 
Perſons ſhould be accus d, before they proceeded upon granting 
a Supply? But we have been threatned with the ſame Practices, 
upon other Occaſions. Tis moſt certain, that it had been better, 
both for King Charles and his Favourites, to have comply'd with 
the Pariiament. But ſeeing it was that Prince's Weakneſs or Miſ- 
fortune, not to comply, was it Prudence in the Parliament to re- 
ſolve not to ſubmit to the King's Will, but chooſe rather, not on- 
'ly to involve the King in Difficulties, but to expoſe. them- 
Aelves to the Rage and Fury of a mercileſs and bruitifh People? 
Again; Let us be aſham'd that we are Men, and ſtill continue 
to be led and govern'd by others: Let us not fit as free Members; 
let us not exclude others, if we are not able to diſpoſe of our 
own Votes. Methinks, if neither the Good of our Country, nor 
the Preſervation of our Religion, could have any weight with _ 
us, yet the very thought of being made a Tool of, ſhould con- 
vince us of the Folly and Weakneſs of ſuch Practices. Thou 
Pulgar-ſpirited Wretch , Religion thou haſt none, and of Senſe, . 
wherein thou boaſteſt thy ſelf, thou betrayeſt thy own 
Wants. # | 5 - 75 5 
But laſtly ; You. that make Conſcience of what you do, and 
act upon a true Principle of Honour and Religion, let me de- 
fire you to act more cautiouſly : Conſider how miſerably our An- 
_ ccſtors were deceiv'd by two or three induſtrious Villains, and 
purely by their own Concurrence and Proceedings ; think not, 
that becauſe ſuch an Act is good in it ſelf, therefore it ought 
preſently to paſs ; but conſider alſo the Times, whether we 
ſhould be redreſſing Grievances, or contending for Priviledges, 
while France is our Enemy. But ſtill you cry, Zeal is commen- 
dable in a Good Cauſe; and perhaps you take me for one of 
"thoſe Perſons, who cry up Moderation and Comprehenſion ; I 
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confeſs, there's no Man more deſires Comprehenfion than I 


do, but leſs expects it, or endeavours it, upon the Presbyterian 
Terms: And as for Moderation, you miſtake me, if you think 
I mean with reſpe& to the Precbyteriant, but to our ſelves : But 
this I muſt ſay, that I am not for excluding the Presbyteriars, to 
let in a worſe Enemy: And then, laſtly, the Zeal of ſeveral well- 
meaning Men in the laſt Age, being over-perſuaded by Mr. 
 Hambden, Pym, and others, was made uſe of in a good Cauſe ; 
s 88 1 „ een ee . - | 3 Ye it 


A Antidote againſt Rebelliun. 23 
it was their Zeal to extirpate Popery, that brought in Presbyte--. 
ry And I don't queſtion, but every one was thought an Enemy 
to the Church, who oppos'd thoſe violent Proceedings ; thoſe 
were the moderate Men in thoſe Days, whoſe Followers are ſo 
much condemn'd in theſe. LH Wits 
Ina Word; if we would preſerve our ſelves from falling in- 
to their Misfortunes, let us not have leſs regard to the Acts of 
our more open Enemies, but more to the Defigns of more cun- 
ning and inſinuating Men. | a "£4 2D 2 
It remains now, that I ſpeak a Word or two to the Miſ- 
chief this Nation receives from the falſe Diſtinctions of 
High and Low-Church, and to ſhew the Folly and Unreafonable- 
neſs of ſuch Diſtinctions. RE 5 | 
It would be a difficult matter to find Ten Pamphtets, 
out of Ten Hundred, that have been publiſhed of - late, 
which are wrote impartially ag1inſt both Parties; almoſt att 
condemn the Diſtinctions of High and Low-Church, when at the 
ſame time they ſcruple not to defend or plead the Cauſe of one 
fide or other. > FAS „ NY 
I. ſhall beg leave to mention Mr. Leſey in this place, be- 
cauſe he is a Perſon, I think, as much unqualiſted, to write 
Pamphlets, or concern himſelf with the Government, as any 
Man can be. 95 | Wy 


1. As being a private Perſon. 
2. As a Clergyman. 
3. As a Nonjuror. 


x. As a private Perſon, I ſay, he ought not to concern him-- 
felf with the Government. £30 


Nat to mention or inſiſt upon the ſlight Foundations, which 
generally Men in private Capacities. can poſſibly have for 
that great Infight, which they often pretend to in State Affairs; 

the beſt Authority can't juſtifie ſuch a one in concerning him- 

| felf beyond his Station; for others will. pretend as good. Authari- 
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24 An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 
ty, and cenſure whom they pleaſe ; and certainly no Man has ta- 


ken greater Liberty this way, than Mr. Leſey. What En- 
couragement this bold and impudent Man has found, to treat 
the Memory of the late King, after that manner, as he does 
in his laſt Libel, I know not; but ſure I am, that it can be no 

eat Advantage to the preſent Government, to paſs it by: 
There are ſome left,, who have- not already forgot our late Deli- 
verance; and certainly thoſe Men will entertain but mean 
Thoughts of any that ſhall encourage this ſcandalous Libel- 
ler: He tells us himſelf (and puts it in the Title Page of 


his Libel, call'd the Wolf Stripe, that it may be particularly 


taken notice of, fo much in love is he with keeping up 
Party-Names, which make for the Cauſe of his young Maſter) 


that he is one call'd a High Churchman ; and truly it deſerves 


the particular notice of all Men, that profeſs anyEſteem for their 


Country or Religion; for if all that go under the Name of 


High Churchmen are Men of Mr. Lefley's Principles, it is high time 
to look about us ; and indeed it is become the Characteriſtick of a 


High Churchman to rail againſt the laſt Government and to ri- 


-dicule the Succeſſion : But if the delivering us from Popery and 


Slavery, be not ſufficient to make us forget ſome Miſcarrriages . 


4n the laſt Reign, all I can ſay is, that I cou'd almoſt wiſh ſuch 
Men had liv'd a little longer under a Popiſh Prince. 
But I would ask any conſiderate and affected Perſon, what 


can be the end of theſe Reproaches of ſeveral Perſons, who ſtile 


themſelves the High- Church, not only upon theMate Reign, but 
the eſtabliſh d Succeſſion? e "Rp 
Do not theſe Men do what they can to repreſent the Court of 
Hannover, as contriving and framing Schemes for the bringing in 
Presbytery after Her Majeſties Death > Do not they accuſe thoſe 
they call the Low-Church,of ſending over Embaſſadors or Emiſſaries 


to that Court? And as a late ſcurrillous and libelling Poetaſter 


has it, Toland is gone over to prepare and propagate the Good. 


Cauſe. „ ab 


Are theſe Men, think you, heartily for the Succeſſion 2 Ask 


a High-Churchman this queſtion, and how cooly, and with what 
- Indifference or Diſcontent, will he anſwer you ;#ha PPY (ſays he) 
| had it been for us, if the Duke of Gloceſter had liv'd ; 


and-who 
knows 


— 
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knows not that, buthow'foolith ind Impertinent is it to repeat or 
dwell upon that now?) and he cou, wiſh that the Succeſſion 
could have been better ſettled ; (and what true Church of Exg- 
land Man does not; who had not rather have a young 'Exgliþ 
Prince, and one who has been ſtrictly educated in our Church; 
but is this to be had, or can he propoſe a better, one more 
nearly ally d to our” Crown, and to our Religion too?) And 
tis almoſt an affront, in High- Chureb Company, to drink Health 
to the Young Prince at Hannover: This is Leſtey's neu Aſſocirtion 
of the Lom Church with the the Presbyterians, to let in Presbyte- 
ry, by declaring for a Presbyterian Succeſſor - But III aſſure tfiat 
Gentfeman, chat this is an Aſſociation, which no true Member 
of the Church of England will be aſham d or affraid to own : 
And the Time may come, when the Low-Church (as he calls them) 
may joyn with the Presbyterians, to oppoſe the Deſigns of the 
High Church in reſtoring the loſt Branch of the Royal Family 
(which may procure them Places and Preferment at Court; 'the 
Principle many of them proceed npon ;) and then may the Pres- 
byterian find to our Diſgrace and Ruine, an opportunity to put upa 
Secumel Oliver, lien we ſhall raiſe a ſecond Rebellion againſt our Law- 
ful Prince; and no Man ſhall hereafter charge this Event upon the 
£o-Chnrch, (the only true Lovers of their Church and Country, 
287t<ſhall then appear) who to prevent a greater Evil, run the 
danger of bringing in a leſs ; for of two Evils I muſt declare to 
all the World, (in Defiance to all the Malice and Railery of 
Leſey, and ſuch 'High-Church-men) that I would rather that 
Phanaticiſm were eſtabliſhed than Popery ; in the one a Recon 
ciliation, at leaſt a Lolery ion of that Religion, I hope to Live 
e 


ah 1 „that of the Church of Eugland, might be expected; 
Vneſeis in ine 6ther both are equally Impoſſible. 
e CID 20; : 
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But I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, that it ſeems to me, as 

if ſome deep Deſign were carry ing on, when Men ſhall begin ſo: 

£on;' t ridicule the Succeſſion; which I ſuppoſe is the firſt ſten 
m 


What K | 
religious Age Torlg to'erije 


2363 


of Jour, and what our neut Fate may Bo. | 1 [es 


26 5 . A Antidote a Rebellion: | 
think-what\ Confuſion and Civil Wars or erb will fol- 


HD. 


1 


> There is 4 Paſſage perhaps in the 0 af the Fes 5 
which may eee to us the Reaſon why ſo many Men aſſume 
the Impudence of burleſquing the late Reign; and perhaps we 
may live to ſee the fame Men turn as ſpiteful Railers. againſt 
the preſent. The Paſſage is, Page 25. That upon the Obſerva- 
« tion of the manner of the King's. receiving the News of 
the Duke of Buckingham s Death, . Perſons of all 89 
took great Licence in ſpeaking of the Perſon of the Duke, 
« and diſſeting all his lnfimities r Warncke there- 
* by l incurr any ny Diſpleafiire of "he King's e e 


| And I wiſh many take not the 8 Licence i in fpeating aint 
the late King, entertaining baſe and diſhonourable Hopes of: ; : 
grAtlating themſclves i in the favour of Her. en Ee: chi alone) 


t, bout that 1 may or hall, Kay in 8 
the Lord Clarendon has in that Caſe: : In which they took very 
II Meaſures, for from that time almoſt to the time of his own 
« Death, the King admitted very few into any Degree of Truſt, 
D who had ever diſcover d themſelves to be Enemies to the Duke, 

5 * Of againſt whom he had manifeſted a notable Prejudice. ... an 


But, Secondly „ we are to conſider Mr. Lab. as he. 3 is 2. 
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Petſon; to lay down Maxims, when the State is at: Etbenty to act 
contrary, if it thinks it advantagious ot neceſſary ; but much more 
inexcuſable is it in any Clergyman, to pretend to judge of the ad- 


vantage or prejudice it is like to bring upon this Nation; 


for, beſides that Men in that Station are ſuppos d to know leſs 
_ of State Affairs. than moſt other Men, I take it to be an Argu- 


ment of a violent and buſie Spirit, when Men thus act in a con- 


trary Sphere: And tis an Obſervation, and a very true one, 

which I would perſuade all Clergymen to avoid coming un- 
der the Imputation of; That there has been no Civil Difcords 
in any Nation, but what have either been firſt contriv'd, or 
_ afterwards carry d on by the Clergy : And tis no ſatisfactory re- 
-ply; to alledge, . that, ſince the Clergy. are as much or more 


concern d, than the Laity, if there be Male-adminiſtrations in 
the Government; they may on that account claim an equal 


Right in: delivering their Opinions ; indeed f it were juſtiſi- 
Vahle in the one, it were in the other; but I preſume you will 
agree with me, that it would be much more ad vantagious to the 
State, if no private Perſon concern d himſelf with the Government; 


and though you may urge farther, that becauſe private Cen- 


ſumres are not to be prevented, and by theſe means falſe and 
Aangerous Opinions may! be ſpread abroad, therefore it is the 


Duty of other well- affected Perſons to undeceive the World. 
Tet it may be anſwer'd to this, that if the Author or Pub- 


liſher of tlioſe ſcandalous Reflections upon the Government can 
de diſcoder d, it belongs to the Legiſlative Power to take no- 
_1ticerof him; and fbr any private Perſon to endeavour to an- 
fer ſuch Reflections, is making himſelf 14. Judge of thoſe 
Things, which almoſt every individual Perſon has a different 
Notion or Opinion of 31 and theſe little Differences are im- 
2proy'd; by warm Contentions, and raſh Determinations; inſo- 
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3 Au Antidote againſt Rebellion. „ 
State, tis in the firſt place very abſurd in him or any other private 


much that at length we run our ſelves into confus d Diſputes, 
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and part with wrong Nations of each other, ſtigmatizing one 
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d An dntidite: again Rebell. 
etevit9 ide vin zit ni Lid 12 In 203 gi en 181% 
But farther; there is another b en as true 28 che ten. 
mer, and which I would have à Clergyman as ſenſible of; That 
Clergymen have, by their Violent and Arbitrary Proceedings, 
miſcarried in all Governments they have. been employd in; 
and the Reaſon, we are told by an ingenious Author, is, 
That God does not bleſs them in Affairs of state, becauſe 
. */he never intended them for that Employment; or if Gavern- 
ment and the preaching of the Goſpel may well concur in the 
ſame Perſon, God therefore fruſtrates him, becauſe thoug 
knowing better, yet he _ Sas his rs 
the leſſer Maxims. 1 75111 / oi YES 


A third thing ; dich 1 would 3 is, "that Clergymen 
Wins generally too violent in defending . theraſelves againſt all 
Crimes they are charged with; and in this they generally are 
ded by this Obſervation, chat the World ens tos little 
8 eſpe 5 their Characters and Stations. I muſt confeſs they 
have been ſcandalouſſy brought upon the Stage ; inſomuch 
that I have wonder d that the Prince ſhould ſuffer it; and as of- 
ten, and more ſcandalouſly are they treated by Petfons'vf the 
ee Quality 3 and the 2 of the Haneſt Parſon and 
Reverend 'DoFor, ate in Contempt repeated by lewd and A- 
' - theiſtical Perſons: Therefore I leſs wo der! at this, than fome 
bother things in the Clergy ; for certainly the Reputation of 
1a Clergyman ſhoutd be tenderly. handled and tis à certain 
"Rute'and Obſervation, That he who -deſpiſes the'-Ctergy, :de- 
ſpiſes Religion. But our Clergy would! do: well to tonfider, 
Whether they dont endeavout to conceab or juſtiſie thoſe Practi- 
dees in fome among tliem, which it would be their Honour to 
diſcover; it being no leſs an Injury and Diſgrace to the 
Church, to countendnce a ſcandalous: Minifter of it, than it 
wound be an Honour and Advantage tu diſcover: all uch, 
und firſt to diveſt him ef his Office, and then to proſbcute 
him for his Offence. I would mention in 2 late 5 of 
Fact at Oxford; where, tis too much to be fear d, that a 
| CRP was guilty of a moſt * Crime 1 and . 
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But FRE Hot the Haw? think, 8 theſe Reflections I 
bild i reſent them to bur) Enemies, 5 Arbitrary and Ty- 
| "ranical, « r Factious. | Theſe are ſuch remarkable Exrors, which 

"thoug hk" they. may give ſome: Advantages to dur Enemies; if 
not 1 Jet will add more to the Security ef our 
Church and Nation, if carefully avoided. But farther 3 I do 
not intend directly to actuſe any Clergyman of being gut) of 
eicher of the two firſt Obſeryations'; but on dire: „itllat 
they would avoid all unneceſſary Biſputes a then Go- 

Feinden, which may bring them under an Imputaticn- vf the 

firſt; and lay aſide that unwarrantable Violence, which alone 
ein mäke the latter a Reppzach to that: Character they have 
ever maittain d And deſerv'd, 572. To broell all 'vtheds,>ibott for 
"the Purity. of heir Toth che: Sound re}? of hear [DoBrizesis Be 
gt therefore offended wh ae. Author, who! — 

Life ſo much, wy that this Church and Nation flouriſh under 


HA ha an 1gn Influence of ſo Pious and Glorious a 
Sigg hh 1 8550 Ne freely; fince it cis mith a 
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1 He i e to the Soul to find! Bac ** Clergy bear 8 
eat u part in choſe Diſputes about the Government; not 


0 po Pamphlets are full! of them, but even ſome of their „ 

2 Sermons,” belch ont nothing Put Flames and fiery Diſcourſes; 

accordiſig to what the Lord ſchuerdes ſays lin another Caſe, 
Page 60. How often, is there preach'd Matter very unſit for 


the Place, and, ver E wo for the Perſons, who pre 
35 ne of” the Wenge of their 


, ſume % determine things out 

enden pa dh! e Trend u, bee, lden Endet 

| "ble rae ed men many of dhe learned . Clergy: towards 

e is there is #nong che Deity. Mow truly do 
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630 An Antidote: againſt Rebellion. 
f him; Page, 74 of 'the ſame Hiſtory : to feveral of 0 
learned Clergy ? That. 2 guided purely 1 their Zeal, 
they proſecute ſome Affairs relating to the good of the Church 
amore paſſionately chan is ſit for the Seaſon,” and, have pre- 

4 Jjubice againſt thoſe, who out of fear or forefiglit, or not un- 
nenn the thing,” have not the ſame. warmth to Pro- 
„ motorit And again. as it is ſaid of him, Page, 70. Hie 
*,was ſo far tranſported with the ſame Paſſions, he had Reaſon 
. to complain of in his Adverfaries, that as they accus d him of 
05 7 Popery , błcauſe he had ſome; Poctrinal Opinions, which they 
' Erik not, tho they were nothing ally'd to, Popery; ſo 2 
c Entertain d too much. ptejudice te ſome Perſons, as if they 
were Enemies tb: the Biſcipline of the Church, becauſe they 
-$-concurred with Calvin in ſome Doctrinal Points, Na 
they adhorr'd his Diſcipline, and reverenc d the Coyernn 
1a che Church, and pray de for the 1 of it wit — 

55 4 much Tail and .Fervency,/a$\:any, in the. Ne ISR a5 they 
-*:;mad6i-manift{t held ne 5 t e e with 
Nr itz and for it. . E 3 42 

„ einde hun © e be 

* ihus wðe 38 Didem were.'i n the Church in the 
Days; Which I think ſo , nearly, reſemb ee Gi ſn. the pre- 

ſent Age, that to deſcribe them, be to repeat the 
8 Senſe or Expreſſion. But I ſhall add this, That how- 
4 ever ſome learned. Prelates and Divines of, our Church, may 
___ be ſtigmatia d by Mr. Leſey Prin „and others, with 
La "Wo Name of ae ene 1 3 thoſe. the tru- 
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done another, cant bo tow 
baen be.regonild. no | We. "theſes, „ a8 en they | 


An, — dnl Rebellion). „ 


aß Madaefs, that nothing bt; the; ſos. Porſe- 
8 3.0 n Enemy can Unite us We expe all Men. 
how, 4.5 off Lame. Mind and Opinion, which is a thing 
beaſt Tapoſtble... „But, as an ingenious. Author ſays, there 
7 Wis 112 7 margin. this, Diverſity. of Opinions, could: 
To let the s of that Pride and Atrogance, 
1 is makes. them of, propagating their own No- 
tions: mM while, every Man- pretends. w the Spirit of In- 
* fallibility, and muſt be a Dictator to the reſt of Mankind, 
* then there is nothing ut Confuſion and Diforder to be ex- 
0 7 pecter And this was ee made. ſachi Diſturbances 
2 and whrollments among 22 Tai e flats times: Every: Opi-- 
nien was made an, Article aith, and every Article be- 
bo SA round of of Quarrel, and every Quarrel made a Facti- 
1 1 Faction Was Zealous nd all. Zeal: pre- 
2 75 God . 399; whatſogesr.A is for God, n be too | 


cM 1 24 -7 CG] eins Mil d LL) JS2k 27:2 Þ) 210 11 15019 C4 


* df 15:1 MA uw OG It 113 112 * elne NY 
Aid this it t is n Private Perſon. nl for 2 Judge 
of matters of S8 ; and, what begins in Folly, ends in Mad- 
neſs. Every Coxcatnh, puts up his Politician ; one erys up 
$p----t for; a Saints Taber: condemns d 12 a8 A 3 
crite ; one is of the Tribe, of- Rr. r, another of the 
Tribe of , and a third of che Tribe of M--—-gh.g 
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to procure Perſons of greater Qualifications to take the care 
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and not to live upon [the laee, do not obſtruct at 
2 Deſign? Whoever lis is "pcquajrited „ich the State 3 
Clergy of this' Natzon, 'mylt confeſs,” chat the Growth of 
Phanaticiſin, and other Setaries, is Owing to nothin more, or 
indeed ſo much, as to the mall Abilities o the Mini &in mz x - 
plates: Now; as fot poor Vicaridges, there is no other way 12 


provide better for the Place * ſelf ; ſo that s. caſe” the 
this 
But nat. in he Uthe caſe” this"grear, eg 5 


of Souls upon them, than by this Act of e to 


Perſons are there in all other r 68 s wort 
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commit the care of other Merk's Souls to ſome Tapv 2 1 
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gen, Antidote againſt Rebellion. 33 
„Good God ! What have ſome among you to anſwer for, who 
ta 5,00 other care than to provide a Curate, and receive the Pro- 
fits? "How many poor Souls have been Joſt by theſe means, either 
thro” the Negligence, or Ignorance of the Curate? But are you 
Miniſter of the Pariſh ?.; Are. you oblig'd, by thoſe ſtrict Rules of 
God and Man, to Catechize, to Exhort, to viſit the Sick, to Relieve 
the Poor, and the like Duties; And do you know nothing of the 
Performance of any of theſe ? Who! could ever believe it, if he had 
never. heard of ſo ſcandalous a Practice? Perhaps it is Cuſtomary, 
or you are a Man of Parts and Learning, and to part with all 
but one Living, would deprive the World of your more immediate- 
Aſſiſtance, would bring you upon the level with Men of half your 
Learning and Abilities ;: for I can't ſuppoſe, that tis nothing but 
the deſire of Gain, that prevails with you : But yet none of theſe are 
tolerable excuſes; the loſs of one Soul, properly committed to your 
Care, will out- weigh all, theſe Conſiderations : Cuſtom is too Poor 
an argument, todeſeryea confutation. Again, conſider how many 
Mens Fortunes it has been, to take up with very ſmall Preferments, 
| Men of as great Learning, as your ſelf can plead. - If the Honoura- 
ble Patron will prefer by Favour, and not Merit; you have no o- 
ther honeſt way but to Submit. And laſtly conſider, that /Populart: 
ty, or the General Eſteem of the World, is beneath a Man of your: 
Character and Station, eſpecially to purchaſe it at ſo dear à rate; I 
had rather do one good Action to a Poor, Ignorant Man, than gain 


the Pavour ofa Thouſand Great Ones. 


Here I Thought to ſtop, but there is one more Practice, which 
ought to be Baniſh'd out of the Church; and that is, the Selling of 
Church Preferment; a pretty Evaſion of coming under the Imputa- 
tion or Charge of Simony : I mean when a Man has a pretty Daugh- 
ter to Portion, and to help out, he gives her a Parſonage, which 
is lately fell, asa Dowry ; that is, he makes over his Right of Pre- 
' ſentation to her; and the good natur'd Girl has a liking to ſome 
Young Black Fellow or other, and ſecretly promiſes him the Living, 
if he will but ſlip on a Black Gown, and be her Spouſe 
There was too Notorious an Inſtance of this happ' ned the other 
Day, and ſo aggravating in all its Circumſtances, that J cannot paſs 
it by, tho? I doubt not, but it has already occaſioned ſome Diſ- 
courſe : The Patron is a Man, who has made | ſome - noiſe and 
figure in the Learned 3 but has always been a cn 
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324 n Antidote againſt Rebellion, 
Man, and one that knew how to Manage his Buſineſs ( as- 
they ſay ) ſince his youth, a ſhrew'd Fellow: A very pretty 
Character for a Dean of the Church I dont know 
but it may help off his Sermons; feveral may have the Curioſity 
ſo ſee what he has wrote, when they have heard of his Character, 
and diſcover if they can, the Agreement between his Practice and 
bis Doctrine. But to go on with my Story: This Dean had a Living 
lately fell, which he preſented to; and immediately, being a pro- 
vident and ready Man, he looks out for a Husband for his Daugh- 
ter; and thought, Good Man, that he could not chuſe a better, 
than one that had not long before ated upon the ſame Principle, 
which himfelf formerly had done; nay, and to give a furtherSpecimen 
of his own inconſiſtency with himſelf, his new Son in Law was. 
one, who had lately deceiv'd his Friend,or at leaft one whom he pre- 
tended a great deal of Friendſhip to, not long before, by an Ho- 
nourable Act of writing a Letter in his behalf, me / 
As for the Young Man, he is One, who, I believe, little thought 
of ever having a Call to go and Preach the Goſpel ;. and for that, 
and fome other reaſons, perhaps he has made Divinity the leaſt 
part of his Studies: In ſhort, he is more a Gallant , than a Di- 
vine; and the baſe and perfidious part of his Character is well 
known and abhorr'd by the Sober and Ingenuous part of that Col- 
lege, he was lately a Member of; and his Praclarum Facinus ſhall 
then appear, when there ſhall not be one Ingenuous Man left in 
that Society, which ffouriſhe: ſo much before, and, but for the Per- 
fidioufneſs of ſome, who practis'd Arts, which Good Men could 
not give themſelves leave to entertain ( tho? they wanted not in- 
viting Opportunities) for the prevention of all that Miſchief which 
. is like to enſue, and the fatal Inadvertency of others, who per- 
haps rely'd too much upon the excellent Merit of the Cauſe and- 
its Defenders, had continu'd that Glorious Name, which its Illuftrious. 
and never to be forgotten Predeceſſor had in ſo ſhort a time raisd out 
of nothing bur the Poor Remains of Ruin, under the happy and 
beniga Influence of a Succeſſor, who would not Inherit the Place 


* by any other methods of Acceſſion, than thoſe by which that 


Great and Good Man had acquir'd it; not by Bribery, and De- 
bauchery, not from the Hands of Sots and Blockheads, but by Hu- 
mility and Merit, and by the unanimous Conſent, and even Con- 
ſtraint, of the So. er and Diſcreet; and when his Friends preſt 
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An Antidote againſt | Rebellion. 33 
him to take it, with the moſt convincing Arguments of the Ne- 
ceſſity of it, he, as Pliny lays, 1pſe inteiligere nolebats, recuſabat enim 
imper are, recuſ aba. quod bene erat e ; gitar cog endus fuit; 
cog i porro non poterat, niſi periculo Societ atis, & nulatiore Artium; 
obſtinatum enim illi non ſuſcipere Imperium, niſi ſervandum fuiſſet. 
In a word, who more proper to Succeed, than one iti whom the 
Vertues of the Predecefſor were to be found? That innate Sweet 
neſs of Temper , that wonderful Modeſty, and rare Integri- 
ty, which ſhin'd fo bright in the Predeceſſor, appear no leſs Emi- 
nent in him; and at laft, after ſo unuſual a Diſappointment, brought 
about by ſuch unheard of Villanies; his Patience, and Conduct 
of himſelf were ſo admirable, that as he appear*d not out of his own 
Inclination, but the Requeſt of others, ſo he lamented not his own 
Misfortune, and loſs, but the unfortunate Labonrs of his Friends, 
and the ill Succeſs of promoting theirs, and the Publick Good. 

But how grating are theſe Reflections to one, who knew the for- 
mer State of the Society, who knows the preſent, and who thinks 
what ir might have been! Sn. Ae ae 
Here then will I break off this Digreſſion, eſpecially when I 
conſider, that the Malicc of ſome is ſo notorious, as I am ſure not 
to pleaſe them; and the Goodneſs of others ſo excellent, as I am 
not ſure not to diſpleaſe them. FO r 
But in the third and laſt place, we are to conſider, Mr. Leſley as 
he is a Nonjuror. IRA N 5 
And is any Man, that by his Principles is oblig'd, not only to 
ſeparate from, but act againſt the Government, a fit Perſon to 
be conſulted, what is advantagious or prejudicial. to the State? I 
ſuppoſe he will anſwer me, that tis as much his Deſire to ſee the 
Church of England flouriſh, as any Man's: But I ſuppoſe not now 
as by Law eſtabliſh'd. The Church of Exgland you are for, but up- 
ona PopiſhFoundation. But truly it is a Myſtery to me, how any 
Man that profeſſes himſelf a Member of the Church of England, 
can defire a Popiſh Prince, who by his Principles is oblig*d to de- 
ſtroy it; and we have already in ſume meaſure experienced what a 
Bigot will attempt: But not only this, but all your other Principles 
appear to me as unjuſtifiable and abſur c. N 
There is one Queftion I think very proper to be ask d in this 
place; and that is, How thoſe Men have or can anſwer it to their 
Conſciences, that think (if we may judge of their Opinions ang 
„ Thoughts, 
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36 An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 
Thoughts, by their frequent Diſcourſe) the pretended Prince of 
Wales to have a Right to this Crown, or that the late King 
had no Right, which I take to be much the ſame; and yet have 
ſwallow'd down the Oaths to ſubmit to, and protect the prefent 
Government? If I miſtake not, this is ſomewhat more than Occaſi- 
onal, Conformity. There is an ingenious Per ſon, and Divine of the 
Church of England, Mr. Thornton, Whoſe Principles are little dif- 
ferent from theſe: He comes publickly to Church; nevertheleſs it 
is, well known that ſome Perſons under his Care haue left the 
Church, and gone over to the induſtrious Nonjuring Party, and up- 
an their application to him to know his Opinion, he has either re- 
fus'd or declar'd, that he could not ſatisfie their Scruples. Ochers 
there are that J could Name, who ſcruple not in theſe bulic 
Times, publickly to diſpute the late King's Pretenſion and Right, 
tho” theſe Men to ſerve a turn, took the Oaths under Him: I would 
only remark farther, that theſe: Men are courted and applauded by | 
the. e Party, and both by that Party who ſtile themſelves 5 
the High Church. Vs f ft tt og nim z n 
But it this be juſtifiable, let us no more cry out againſt the Pres- 
byterians, for the practice of that abominable Sin of occaſionally Con- 
forming; but let us ſpeak in plain terms, that the occaſional Confor- 
'mity of the Presbyterians, is therefore to be prevented, becauſelit 
weakens Us; but that the Occaſional Communion of Jacobites is to 
be toletated, by reaſon it tends to the Security of this Nation. And 
I doubt not, but this plain Truth once acknowledg'd, would ſoon 
put an end to our Diſputes about the late Bill againſt Occaſional Con- 
for mity, and make Nate much more true of the Advantage or 
Prejudice, whichit is like to bring upon this Church and Nation. 
| I I ſhall conclude this Head with a Petition te her Majeſty, Thas 
| The would ſilence thele Men, either by her Bounty, or her Autho- 
rity : By her Bounty, if Neceſſity be that which oblig'd Mr. Lefey 
and others to appear in Print: Or by her Authority, it it be his Zeal 
x0 promote the Cauſe of his pretended James III. ut the Difficul- 


ty, I fear will be, to diſcover which was the true Cauſe: 
© "Thus T have endeavour'd, laying aſide all Partiality and Preju- 
dice, to draw a Compariſon between the preſent State of this Nation 
and that an the Time of the Rebellion ; and demonſtrated how: near 
we are te the Brink of Peſtruction by following their Steps, which 
us hop'd will be perceiv'd before tis too lage: . Thave 
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; | An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 37 
I have not drawn the Characters of the High or Low Church- 
Man perhaps, with that Life, Spirit and Wit, as others have done; 
it being my End and Deſire that thoſe. and all other Diſtinctions 
may not be made uſe of againſt one another: And pray what Author 
is there, that has given ſuch Deſcriptions of the High and Low 
Church, that does not allow, the One to hold honeſt Principles, and 
condema thoſe of the other? But certainly there are Honeſt Men 
who paſs under both Characters; and as certainly there are honeſt 
Men who are thought otherwiſe of by Men of as true and honeſt 
Principles. 5 „ 1 | = 
As tis in moſt other Controverſies or Diſputes, ſo in this about 
Government, Men differ only in expreſſing themſelves. And. far- 
ther, as nothing has given greater Scandal and Offence to Religion, 
than notional or unneceſſary Diſputes ; ſo nothing has more endan- 
ger d Government, than ſome trivial Differences in laying down the 
Principles and Means to attain the End: And laſtly, as the warmth- 
in the management of the One, has bred-the greateſt. Uncharitable-- 
neſs between thoſe, whoſe Lives ſhould have been moſt exemplary. 
and eminent for the Practice of that excellent Virtue and Charity; 
fo. in the other, warm Contentions have raisd the greateſt. Prejudt- 
ces. | „ ä 
To conclude, Let not any Man ſay, I am a High or a Low 
Church Man; but let him lead the Life of a true Church Man. 
But how contrary do Men act to this Rule, when they cry up 
Perſons of the moit infamous Lives, as Patrons and Defenders of: 
our Church and State? - EE 8 „„ 
A remarkable Inſtance we have had not long ago of this: A Per- 
fon of a moſt notorious and infamous Life, one whoſe. Character 
is made up of Impudence, Dulneſs, Cowardice and Prophaneſs, 
meerly by oppoſing a Perſon who lay under the falſe Imputation 
of a Low Church Man, in the worſt ſenſe of the Word, is crown'd: 
with the Honour of being a Patron to a Church he. never entred,, - 
and had the Senſe to play the Hypocrite.. 2 5 
I bus one ſeeming good Action (tho? I fear it will never come in- 
to competition with the leaſt of his Sins) ſhall cover the moſt hor- 
Tible Guilt; while one evil Action (if it were an evil one) ſhall blot 
out all the good Actions of the juſt Man, and bring dowa the blackeſt 
Sins of that vile Wretch upon his Head. | 
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Thers is one Obſervation, ant x is in ſome meaſure verified by 
this Example, That where one lew'd Atheiſtieal Fellow pro 
himſclf's Low Church Man, there are ten chat deſire to be thought 


'In a trout, let us not leſſen our Hatred or jealouſie towards our 
Enemies, but endeavour to eſtabliſh a perfect Reconciliation, and 
good Underſtanding between thoſe whom we have diſcover d in this 


Diſcourſe, to be Friends to the preſent — - both in 
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LET 
5 T O THE ; 
NONJURING PARTY. 


QIN CE I finiſh'd this Diſcourſe, it came into my mind to add 
12 ſhort Letter to the Non. jurors, and ſuch as are no great: 
Friends to the Succeſſion: I make this requeſt only, that the Reader 
will ſuſpend his Judgment, till he has heard all I have to ſay; 
and then Reaſon coolly and ſedately upon what I urge; and if 
we differ in Opinion, let us not (as the Low and High Church 
Men do towards one another) run away wirh wrong Notions, of 
each other, and immediately condemn one another for Party Men; 
but ſince we both profeſs and are ſatisfied that we aim at the ſame 
End, let us not think a Reconciliation ſo impoſſible, if neceſſary; 
or of ſo Great Moment, if not neceſſary. | 
Some Men have held this Abſurd Opinion, That Abſolute Mo- 
narchy is the only Government appointed by God, by reaſon of 
the abſolute Authority the firſt Kings of 1/rae! were inveſted with: 
And our modern Won, jurors hold, it poſſible, a more unreaſonable- 
and abſurd Opinion, Thar even in a limited. Monarchy Kings are ab- 
ſolute; and found their *Notion upon this Reaſon, That there is no 
reſiſting of the Supreme Powers, who are ordainꝰd by Gd. 
The Children of //-ae/ were govern'd by Rulers and Judges, be- 
fore they delir'd a King: Theſe Mien receiv'd the immediate * * 
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of: God for whatever they did; therefore that Soul which rebel- 
Pd againſt theſe Men in 1/rae/ was to be cut off, for this was rebel- 
ling againſt Gad.... Afterwards when God gave the Children of 1/rae/ 
a Ki ccas'd-not-to--diret-him; as he did Moſes and Jaſbaa 
before him: But God was angry with-this People for deſiring a 
King; for in doing this they rejected the Government of God, 
and ſeem'd better pleas'd with the Pomp and Grandeur of an Earth- 
Iy King, than to have Rulers orJudges ſet over them by God. But ſince 
theſe Kings ated by a Divine Inſpiration or Command, reſiſting of 
theſe likewiſe had been reſiſting the immediate Commands of God. 
But hereiti lies the Difficulty. Princes-as long as they do well, are 
to be obeyed without Diſpute; but when they do il, is there no 
Reſiſtance? No certainly, with relation to the Kings of 1/rael ; 
theſe Men refus'd to hearken to Samuel, and perſiſted in their Ear- 
neſtneſs for a King, who, he told them ſhould be a Scourge and a 
Tyrant unto them, ſo that this was their own Doing; and after God. 
had anointed Saal King over 1/rae/, he was not to be reſiſted by 
David, tho? he ſought his Life: Nevertheleſs we find that Saul was 
to be no longer King over 1/-ae/, when he obeyed not the Voice 
of God; but then as God had anointed him King, ſo would he pre- 
ſerve the rightof Saul's Life in his own Hands, and choſe rather to 
give him up, when the time was come; to the Hands of his Enemies, 
than that any of his own Subjects ſhould be permitted to revenge 
themſelvesupon him. Solong then as this Government by Kings 
laſted, whether they were Good or Evil, the Subject was oblig'd 
ſtrictly to obey, or to ſuffer; and for theſe two Reaſons. _ 
1. Becauſe it was their own evil Inclination and Deſire to be governd 
%%% OOO 5 
2. Becauſe then Rings were Perſons appointed, anointed and directed 
God. 12 e 5 
But certainly Mankind in this Age are no more oblig'd to ſubmit 


- 


to the ſame Las of Non-reſiftance, than to the ſame Form of Go- 


vernment. The Kings of Iſrael were oblig'd by no other Laws but 
the Laws of God; but *tis not ſo now; they receive their Kingdoms 
upon Conditions from the Hands of the People now, and they did 
not then; the Word of the Prince is not a Law in theſe Days as it 
was in thoſe, nor can they now pretend Infallibility, or the imme- 
diate Command of God for what they do, as they might 1 And : 
| f HITS SIDE AGE ©: 7 r . l 1 Y, 
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laſtly, the Prince as much offends againſt God by breaking the Laws 
ol the Country, as any Subject does; tho he be not liable to be calꝰd 
to an account and puniſh'd for every litttle Offence, as the Subject is; 
becauſe this would dettroy all Government, and no Man would 
obey another, that was liable to the ſame Puniſhment as himfelf; or 
acquieſce under his Determination. TT 
I will put this Caſe, which I humbly conceive will explain and de- 
monſtrate the original End, and Extent of all Civil Power. 

__ Suppoſe a Colony of Men ſhou'd go and plant themſelves in New- 
England, (ſuppoſing it to be uninhabired) the firſt Queſtion I would 
ask, is, are theſe Men oblig'd to ſome form of Government, or not? 
e e Anſwer is they are: And the Reaſon is as 
in ee 21 4 55 e 
: 1. Becauſe the Worſhip of God cannot otherwiſe be kept up, nor Irre- 
Dience to his Name otherwiſe prevented. N 


% 


2. Becauſe their own Security cannot otherwiſe be eftabliſh'd and, 


pear ll... ; | Tn . RT 13 
Nou tho? moſt Writers have made this Second the Ultimate End 
of Men's Eſtabliſhing themſelves in Civil Societies; yet certainly 
this lays no Obligation upon them: We muſt conſider Men, as meer 
Machines, acting in this Life for their own Convenience, without 
any Senſe or Notion of Deity, to make this the only or ultimate 
End of Laws and Society: Men might commit Rapine and Mur- 
der upon one another, and chuſe rather to continue in a ſtate of 
War, than Peace, if that were the only Reaſon, becauſe it is in- 


convenient, or not ſo Beneficial, or Happy for them: But ſince 


there is a God, who governs the World, and who has ſufficientiy 
made known his Will to us, by his Commands in his Holy Word; 


our cheif Regard ought to be to that, and if Rapine or Murder De 
forbidden, as contrary to our own Nature, and the Will of the 


Almighty; we muſt ſeek the beſt ways and means for the preven- 
ſion of ſuch abominable Acts, and if we find Government the heſt, 
we are hence oblig'd to enter into Societies; and hence allo it ari- 
ſes, that Mankind is oblig?d to that particular Form of Government, 
which will beſt ſuit with the Temper of the People, and which 
al they : judge will beſt promote the Glor y 5 of God, and their Own: 
Secu e d © 01G e 1s 
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Thus then before all Law or Government theſe Men were equal, 
but when Laws are eſtabliſh'd, and Monarchy or Ariſtocracy, 
or any other Form of Government, reſolv'd upon, then is it a Sin 
againſt the Laws of God, ro act againſt the Laws of Men, or to 
rebel againſt our Superiours or Governours, which are ſet over 


= 

Let us ſuppoſe then that theſe Men conſtitute a Limited Monar- 
chy, (ſuch as we have Reaſon to bleſs God for, and be ſatisty'd with 
in this Kingdom) and they ſhould make a Law, that for the Prince 
to commit ſuch and ſuch Exorbitances, he ſhould forfeit his Crown, 

nis Subjects ſhould be freed from all Obedience or Submiſſion, and 
the two Houſes of Parliament ſhould have full Power to appoint a 
Succeſſor, whom they thought neareſt ally*d, to the Affections of the 
People, the Laws of the Land, and the Eftabliſh'd Religion: What 
Man will ſay, that this People at their firſt Entrance into Civil So- 
ciety, had not the Power or Right of making luch a Law? And 


certainly if they had a right to make it, they have an equal right to 


execute it upon Occaſion. And where is the Injuſtice to the Prince? 
Upon theſe Terms he took the Crown, and is it not fir that upon 
breach or refuſal of being any longer curb'd by them, his Crown 
ſhould be taken from him, and given to another, who is more wor- 
thy of it? Nay; without this the End of Government would be fruſtra- 
by I eſteem Government as ſacred as any Man, but I muſt confeſs 
that I don't ſee the Sin of calling a Prince to an account, for every 
the leaſt Breach of the Law, who certainly as much offends againſt 
God any ſuch Act as the Subject does: I fay the Sin; I grant the In- 
conveniencies would be intolerable, and if Princes wereto be cenſur'd 
or judgꝰ d by the Subject, all Government would be at an End-; there 
muſt be ſome ſupream and ultimate Judge in all Caſes ; which 
could not be, if the Prince, who is part of the Legzs-lature, were to 
to be judg'd himſelf: There is no Sin then in the Nature of the Act 
it ſelf, but then becomes a Sin, when Confuſion will be the Con- 
OO eee 
Tou may argue here that no ſuch Caſe as this ever happen'd , 
and that no ſuch Law was ever made in any - Government ; Whe- 
ther the Caſe ever happin'd, or not, makes nothing to the purpoſe; 
i it werelawful to be made at firſt, (ſuppoſing a Government to 
have roſe after this manner) it may lawfully be pur in execution 
1 | at 
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at preſent ; ſor even in the moſt Abſolute Monarchy, ( unleſs 
+52 Prince came in Conqueror, or on any other account, the Sub- 
ject to preicrys themſelves, ſubmitted that his Word or Command 
ſhould be a Law -unto them,) where there are no Laws to reſtrain 
the Prince, if he Govern not himſelf according to the Law of Reaſon, 
he as much forfeits his right to the Crown, as another Prince, who, 
being reftrain'd by Laws, violates his Oath or Promiſe; for it 
can't be ſuppos'd, that the Subjects would have conſented to his 
coming to the. Throne, and that he ſhould Uſurp a Right of taking 
away their Lives or Properties at pleaſure ; the tacit Conſent of a Man 
be regarded, where there is no expreſs; and no Man is to be 
thought, to have entred into Society, to deſtroy himſelf; Conſent 
or Promiſe cannot oblige to Abſurdities or Impoſſibilities. | 
If we Examine and Reaſon Calmly, without Intereſt or Preju- 
dice, we ſhall find theſe the plain Dictates of Reaſon: But 
Men are apt to ſtartle at Reſiſtance of a King; we have read the 
Hiſtory of Saul, and are apt to fancy that there is ſomething Sa- 
cred in the very name or word, King: But pray conſider, the Caſe 
of all Common-nealths ; if the Government be plac'd in the hands 
of Ten Men, would you think it ſo abſurd for the Nine to oppoſe 
the Tenth, to turn him out, and elect another? And is not that 
Form of Government as Sacred, as a Government by Kings? Men 
ate left to make choice of what form, they judge moſt conducive to 
the End; andtho' God might make choice for the MHraelites, was it 
not becauſe of the Ignorance of thoſe Times ? And for the ſame rea- 
ſon were their Kings more immediately directed by God; and there 
as no reſiſting even Evil Princes, becauſe it was often a Judgment 
upon them by God, for demanding a King, and becauſe God anoin- 
ted him King: Tis true Princes, or the ſupream Magiſtrates, in 
any Government, are as much Gods Vicegerents, as they were 
then; but the Times and Circumſtances are not the ſame: It was 
not lawful for the Children of 1/7ael todo any thing of themſelves, be- 
cauſeGod acted for them, God puniſh*d Saul and rais'd David: And 
don't take it, that the Government of thoſe Kings has any farther 
Relation to theſe Times, than as there End was to puniſh Wickedneſs 
and Vice, and to maintain God's true Religion and People: So far ate 
we oblig?d to imitate them, and no farther ? And if this can be bet- 
ter done, by putting alide _ Prince, and ſetting up another, I 
i | 2 think 
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think the example of God in that Cate ſufficient to juſtifie any 
People, who permitted no King any longer to Reign over Hrael. 
than as he obey'd his Voice, and promoted the End of Goverament ;- 
bur it muſt be only in extream Caſes, or elfe all Government will 


_ Certainly then thoſe Men are in the wrong, who would per- 
ſwade us, that even the ncxt Heir by Law cannot be ſet afide ; 
I can't apprehend the leatt ſhew of Reaſon for this Opinion: 
They muſt firſt prove that our preſeat Form of Government is 
Jure Divino, ſuch as God has particularly and expreſly commanded ; 
or elſe I pruſume if the Leg Aature judge it neceſſary or moſt conve- 
nient, they may turn it into a Common- Wealth, or any other Form 
of Government: Men quite miſtake the Point, they think it a 
Evil in it ſelſ to change this preſent Eſtabliſhment, or to depoſe a 
King; whereas the Evil is in the Conſequence of it: It might 
be of very dangerous Conſequence in any State, to endeavour a to- 
tal Alteration, and to bring in a New Government; and for this 
Reaſon, for the Miſchief and Sin which it may occaſion, it is 
forbidden as an Evil and Sin; and as I hinted before, this ſhould 
be done only in extream and extraordinary Caſes; otherwiſe 
wicked and deſigning Men would be as often for Alterations 
in the Government, as they were diſpleas'd; and this 

would breed nothing but endleſs Confuſion : Whatever ge- 
neral Commands therefore we may meet with in Scripture to- 
obey the Supream Powers, they are not only to be limired with- 

_ reſpect to the People, that we are to obey only in things Lawtul,. 
but alſo with Reſpect to the Prince, that we are to take care that 
the Preſervation of our Countrey and Religion be his only End: 
Will any Man then fay that it would bea Sin in this Nation, if they 
brought in a Common- wealth, ſuppoſing the End of Government 
could be better carried on; and by theſe means the next Heir would 
be depriv'd of his Birth · right ( as they callit) and if this would be 
no Sid, ſure I am, that the Leg iſlature may make a Law to exclude tlie 
next Heir, if they are ſatisfied it will tend to the procuring and Ad- 
vancing the End of Government; Are we oblig'd to adhere to thoſe 

Las, which were made in Queen Elixabeih's time, but are now 
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repeaPd? No certainly ; and the Reaſon is, becauſe no Government 
or Civil Society is any longer oblig'd to preſerve a Law made in a 

former Reign, than as that Law tends to promote the Security of our 

Religion and Countrey : Tis the Law of this Nation that the next. - 

Heir by Birth ſhall ſucceed ; but the State is ſenſible of the Incon- 

veniency of ſuch a Law, and that inſtead of procuring the End If. 

Government, it utterly deſtroys it; why then may not this Law be. 

repeal'd, as well as any other? What Right has the next Heir to 

the Crown, but what che Laws give him? What Scripture do our 

Nonjurors bring to prove a Natural Right? Or what Law of God 

commands that we ſhal] admit a Prince to the Throne, who de- 
ſigns to root out the only true Religion in the World, and particular- 

ly one; who has ſworn to revenge himſelf of this People for thoſe. 

Indigaities, which have been juſtly offer'd him. N Is 


* 
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Oh too too Paſſive Obedience, can we find no other way to ex- 
preſs our Zcal tor our Religion, than by deſiring that it may die 
with us? Let our Religion remain, tho? we periſh? But there is 
a Providence (ſays the Nonjuring Prophet) which governs the. 
Worid, He will take care that our Religion remain, tho? ſome few. 


- 


periſh:. Oh how ſweet is it to die for our Religion! 


Acknowledpe ir; O ye People, indeed that it Was the providence 
of the Almighty, that ſnatcht us our of the Flames not long ago, 
by the Hand of a powerful Deliverer: Ti thro” his mighty Hand 
- and ſtecteht out Arm, that we were deliver'd from the Jaws of. 
Death, and that we now enjoy the happy Influence and Protection 
of the belt of Princes! But how great is your Ingratitude, O ye 
ſtubborn and reſtleſs Generation'? And how luke warm are your 
Affections for promoting the Glory of God, and returning Praiſes- 
and Thankſgiving tothe Almighty ! We may jultly-fear, that the: 
Time will come; Yea, the Time cometh, when we ſhall be deliver'd* 
up into the Hands of our Enemies; and then ſhall we call, and 
He will not hear us in the Days of our Afflictio7n 
Tis the Duty of every Chriſtian, to be: willing and ready, yea: 
Joyful and Covetous, to lay down his Lite for his Saviour; but that 
merciful Saviour never requir'd ſuch bitter Things from us, as that 
we-ſhould: with ſuch earneſtneſs ſeek not only our own Ruin, oY 
POTTY VG SHSOODOTIY OE n Wa x GY OE Nu GER the: 
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the Ruin of Thouſands and ten Thouſands, beſide the Ruin of 
that Religion he came into the World to teach and to die for. Any 
Nonjurer might as well think it his Duty to go over into France, 
and Preach againſt Tranſubſtantiation, where he might be ſure of 
being put upon the Rack or Wheel; as to deſire and endeavour an 
Opportunity of doing it here: But ye are blinded and corrupted, 
ye fooliſhly perſuade your ſelves, that the Prince of Wales has a right 
to this Crown, and tho? ye deny not that theſe Inconveniencies and 
Miſery will follow ; Yet you cry, God forbid that I ſbould put by, 
or 1 up my Hand azainſt the Lord's Anointed ; Weak and preju- 
-dic'd' Minds might find ſome ſhew of Reaſon for ſtanding out 
while the late King James lived, but what Reaſons can you urge 
now? Anſwer theſe few Objections, prove it to me from the Law 
olf God, of Nature, or of Nations, that he has a Right, and that 
We are oblig'd to aſſiſt him in the procuring that Right. ©» 
But above all, my Brethren, fatisfie the World upon what Prin- 
<iple you diſſent from our Church: Ought you not to comply as 
far as you can? Sure I am that you that are Miniſters would have 
done it, had you continu'd in your Places and Church-Prefermeats 
as ſome among you now do: It might much more eaſily be prov'd 
#0 you out of Scripture, that you ought to Pray for thoſe that are 
in Authority, whether Lawful or Unlawful, Jult-or Unjuſt, than 
any of your Principles can; but above all I deſire to be ſatisfied up- 
on what Principles you juſtifie Rebellion (or what other ſweetning 
Term you'l give it) againſt an Uſurper or unlawful Prince, as 
you ſuppos'd the late King to be, when you gave Abſolution even 
to Murderers. But ſuppoſe you were oblig'd not to pray for the 
Proſperity of this Reign, there are not above tWo or three Prayers 
in the whole Service which you cannot joyn in, and were it not 
Eaſie, Lawful, nay Neceſſary, that you Communicate with us in 
the reſt? Conſider whether your Separation from the Church, be 
not a greater Sin, and more abominable Schiſm, than that the Pres- 
byterians are guilty of: Or if we are all Schiſmaticks, and you in 
the Truth and the right Way, the Church of Euglaud has little 
r 3 5 ee 


But ſtill you urge that our Government is not lawful, and that | 
you cannot comply where ſinful Terms are injoyn'd: Suppoſe 
then that an Vſurper by force had ſeiz d rhe Government, neverthe- 
N xo ied | leſs 
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leſe I fay you ought to comply, and take the Oaths td him: For 
whoever is inveſted with the lawful Authority of Prince, is law fu 
Prince, and is to be obey*d ; he has now the ſame right to it which 
the other had, and as long as he Governs according to Law, he is 
no more to be reſiſted than if he had been the next legal Heir: But 
what do I mean by legal Heir, more than that Perſon whom the 
Legiſlature has appointed to be the next Succeſſor to the Crown? 
So that before this Conſent or Appointment of the Legiſlature, he- 
had no Right (but that abſur'd Right, which ſome Men call natu- 
ral) is it not plain then, that the Legiſlature were not oblig'd to ſet- 
le the Crown upon him? They might as well have ſettled it up- 
on the meaneſt Subject, whom I would not refuſe to Obey, where 
he once inveſted with the Power of King: And if they were un- 
der no Reſtraint or Obligation ar firſt, in appointing the Succeſhon, 
how are they under any now in the altering of it? And as for that 
Scruple which you pretend for not taking the Oaths to the preſent- 
Government, becauſe you took thoſe to King James, how weak. 
and trifling is it? Do not they take the Oaths as well to obferve all 
the Laws? And might they not as well ſeparate from the Govern- 
ment, becauſe ſome of thoſe old Laws are repeaPd, and new-ones. 
made? Does that which was a Law bind; when once. repeaPd ? 
Or did they ſware to obey thoſe Laws and no other, or to be oblig'd: 
by them any longer than they were Laws? But here lies the choaks- 
ing Difficulty, they abſurdly believe that the Legiſlature has no 
Right to alter the Laws of Succeſſion: Had they a Right to make 
them, and have they not a Right to alter them? How have the 
loſt or forfeited that Right? Is an Hereditary Monarchy more f.. 
cred than an Elective, or are we more oblig'd to preſer ve the gneg , 46 
than the other? Why then may not the ſame Legiſlature, w hien 5 


conſtituted this an, Hereditary: Monarchy, turn it now into an Ele. 
Qive? How trifling is it to conſult Hiſtories of former Reiguns 
and prove that this has always been an : Hereditary Monarchy?” ß 2 
Whiltt it a continu'd ſtrictly Hereditary 5 | eV cry. Subject Was oblig'd . a 2 vi 
to ſubmit to an Hereditary Monarchy, and it became ſacred and ins 
violable by the Commands of our Superiors, the Legiſlature, Burt 
now. is this Law repeal'd, and becomes no. longer Sacred; no longen 
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An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 


I am ſenſible that I expreſs the ſame thing over and over, but! 
hope it will rather explain than obſcure the Point: I am defifous to 
explain my ſelf in as plain Terms as I can, becauſe I have carried 
this Doctrin farther perhaps than any Man before me has done, and 
had no ill Deſign, which I preſume no rational and unprejudic'd 

Perſon will ſuppoſe me to have, at leaſt thoſe that know me; or 
if any Man will convince me that I am in Error, 1 wlll never be 
aſham'd or afraid to recant. I have this to ſay for my ſelf, that 
theſe are not ſuch Principles which ſome learned Doctors formerly 

took up out of Fear, and dtopt for Shame; or rather maintain'd 
at one Time when it was for their Intereſt, and recanted at anog 

ther, When it made againſt it: Vexpect this Poctrin will be term 
the Doctrin of Rebellion, wherefore I'Il briefly repeat what T have 
here ſaid. e „ OMe. | Do 
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Nieht co. the Crown - releaſes his Subjects from their Obligation, 
dul has. himſelf been the Occaſion” of the Diſſolution of Govern- 


eeuary not on the End of Government, and to depoſe this Tyrant and 
to conſtitute another in his Place, is no Sin even in the conſequence of 


*Y 4 o * . * * th & . 2 4 22 * 4 2 ' 13 | ; | & | : 
n Act, but Good is the end of it; God's Glory and our own Secu- 
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| An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 49 
curity cannot otherwiſe be maintain'd ; ſo far are we from diſſol- 
ving all Government, that our only End is to Eftabliſh it, that we 
may enjoy the Benefit and End thereof, according to God's Ap- 
pointment. | | | "STD 
In the next place, I have here affirm'd, That Princes may be pu- 
niſh*d, and that they offend God as much by breaking thro? the 
Laws as the Subject does: It is faid, That Princes are only account a- 
ble to God, which ſeems to contradict what I here lay down, but 
I T conceive they may very eaſily be reconcil'd. | 
All Law being deſign'd for the Happineſs and Security of Man- 
kind, if there be any one Law, which being too general, may pro- 
bably injure ſome particular Perſons; nevertheleſs if the publick 
Good will be far more advanc'd by ſuch a Law, it becomes neceſ- 
ſary: And if publick Magiſtrates were allow'd to temper the 
Rigor or Letter of ſuch a Law whenever they thought it neceſſary, 
(as 13 ſome Caſes it may be) the Publick would receive much greater 
Injury by ſuch an allow'd Limitation, either thro? the Inadver- 
tency or Corruption of the Judge, than if they always acted ac- 
cording to the Letter of the Law; and it is better that ſome pri- 
vate Perſons ſuffer, than that the whole Nation be involv'd in Dif- 
ficulties and Danger. Re „ 6, 
To apply this to our preſent Purpoſe, that Princes are only ac 
countable to God, is to be underſtood as a general Law, and the 
ſtrict Obſervation of this Law will probably tend more to the Ad- 
vantage and Security of any People, than if it were to be limitted 
and temper'd according to the Diſcretion of the Subject: For this 
reaſon it is, and no other, that Princes are not to be calPd to an Ac- 
count here, for thoſe Crimes, which they commit: Drunkneſs, or 
Debauchery, or even Murder in a Prince, or not to Neceſſary to be 
puniſh'd, as in the Subject: Theſe are Crimes, which are not of 
themſelves likely to overture or deſtroy the Government: And far- 
ther, tho? Oppreflion of the Subject indicates an Inclination or De- 
ſign in the Prince, to break through the Laws and diſſolve the 
regular Government; yet in this Caſe, it would be abſurd to reſiſt 
the Prince, and endeavour to depoſe him upon every the leaſt Op- 
preſſion of the Subject: But where the Prince Acts (to expreſs a 
great deal of Villany in two Words) as I did, then may this Law 
of judging Princes be juſtly limitted 8 and tho? I am not for ſetting 
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= An Antidote againſt Rebellion. 
upa High Court of Juſtice, and Arraigning him for his Crimes of 


Oppreſſion and Murder of the Subject; yet I would not ſcruple 


(were he not otherwiſe to be reſtrain'd) to joyn in the depoſing 
him, and putting up another. „„ 0 | 
And here I can't but obſerve, that it is a weak Defence of the 
late King's Right, to put it upon that Iſſue of King James's Abdi- 
cation; if he had preſerv'd his Right by his ſtaying here, I can't 
conceive how he forteited it by going off; juſt as ff I ſhould be- 
ſer a Man's Houſe, and firſt terrifie him away, and then pretend 
that he had no juſt reaſon to fly, and that finding ſuch Goods with- 


out a Poſſeſſor, I might ſeize upon them. 


In the third place, I ſhall never wonder at any Man for holding 
the moſt abſurd Principles either of Government or Religion, that 
can ſwallow down this one, That the Prince of Wales (ſuppoſing 
him to be no Baſtard) has a Right to this Crown, and that we are 


_ oblig?'d by vertue of our Oaths to his pretended impotent Father, 
to ſettle him upon this Throne; when he will deprive us of our 
- Liberties, deſtroy our Properties, and turn our Churches of the 


true Worſhip of the true God, into Pagan Temples of Idolatry, 
and Worſhipping Stocks and Stones; ina word, when he comes to 


us with a Recommendation from the moſt inhuman Tyrant, who 
to gratifie his Ambition, will ſtick at nothing. | 


And laſtly," I call God to witneſs, that I have no other Deſign by 
publiſhing theſe my Sentiments, than to ſecure the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment and future Succeſſion (which is ſo much derided and vil- 


lified by a Party) that are envious to our Church and State. 


There's no Man a greater Admirer of our Ezgliſh Conſtitution, 


a more Loyal Subject to her preſent Majeſty, more Zealous for the 


preſent eſtabliſh'd Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, more averſe to 
Popery, or Phanaticiſm, and a greater Friend to the Church of 


Tours, &c. 
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He Scorns Others, 155 is Hinſif Deſpie'; while He 
Rails at Them, He is no leſs Reproach'd ; and is De- 
teſted by that World which He preſumes to Aber. 


Mr. Sachevere 8 Sermon. page 2 5 


That which proves very Rios to many, 1s their | "i 


taking that to be Zeal for God and Religion, which” 


really is nothing but their own Violent and Furious 
_ TR. 
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REFLECTIONS 
1 5 urox "Wha 

3 Mr. SACH E VER E Fs 
| SERMON. &. 


| H O' wiſe and good Men may think Mr: Sacheverel too much 
| honour'd. by publiſhing theſe Reflections upon his late Ser- 
mon; and may alſo be of Opinion, that tis Time enough thrown 
away tranſiently to read or run it over; yet I profefs ſo much Ref 
pect to that Gentleman, as to gratifie him in the procuring and ad- 
voaneing that End and Deſign he propoſes to himſelf, in the publiſh- 
ing his late Diſcourſe, viz. The Propogation of his Fame.- DG 
For there is a Vanity which Men take even in expoſing themſelves: - 
Singularity is as much affeQted in the Practice of Vice as of Vertue; 
and if Men can but draw the Eyes of the World upon them by any 
notorious Fact, tis much the fame as if they had ſignally and emi 
nently been the Protectors of Vertue and Religion: Men are apt 
to pleaſe:themſelves, if they can but get a Name in the World of 
a.Cunning and Dangerous Perſon, and hence become the Subject of 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Men. f ME Hits 1s 
I won't fay this of Mr. Sacheverel, but ſomething like it I muſt | 
acknowledge; and I appeal to all conſiderate and impartial Men 
whether there be not juſt grounds for ſuch Suſpicion : If Men will 
act out of their own Sphere, and vainly pretend or preſume to give 
poſitive Determinations of Things without their Verge or Capacity 
what can be their Deſign, but to make themſelves Remarkable or 
Notorious ? a OO And 
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54 Reflections upon Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c. 

And J appeal to all that ever heard the Name Sacheverel, whe- 
ther his Fame be eltabliſh'd in this Kingdom by a Chriſtian Tem- 
per and Charity, or a bitter and furious Zzal, by the Practice and 
Life of a True Church-man, or that darling Oiſtinction of a High 
Church man, by his Propogation of Chriſtianity, or his new Scheme 
of Politicks? 

But he will anſwer me, I eppes That 'tis nothing but the Vieo- 
Tous Defence of the Church, Thar has made him ſo much talk't of; 
and the Bitter Malace ot the Presbyrerians, That has created him 
{5 many Enemies. 

But are there not Members and Miniſters of the Church, Who 
not only think it their Duty to defend Her, but take all jult Opportu- 
nities of doing it? Are there not Men of the moſt Eminent Piety, who 

would Sacrifice their Lives to procure Peace and Union? And 
which of theſe make half that Noiſe in the World, as you do ? Do 
You . greater Piety, or Charity or Perſecution for Chriſt's 

fake? No Man ever heard of theſe : 'Theſe Vertues, which ought 
to ſhine brighteſt in Men of your Station, had never theJHappineſs* | 
to diſcover themſelves yet in you. 


But theſe Holy Men, I ſpeak of, are calbd a Sleep, and you have 


ſpy'd the Enemy ruſhing furiouſly upon-us, and perceive it muſt be 
an extraordinary and loud Call ro awaken us, and perſuade us of the 
great Danger: And this, becauſe ſome Men are Fools and cannot, 
others are Knaves and will not ſee, has oblig d you to other Methods, 
than ſome wiſe and good Men have diſcover'd or made uſe of; and 
thoſe by your Adverſaries are termd Perſecution of tender Conſciences. 

Let us then examine the Truth of this, which you have ſo lively 
repreſented in your late Diſcourſe ; that you are miſrepreſented, that 
ſeveral Good Men are deceiv'd, and that your Zeal to defend the 
Church is not only juſtifiable, but abſolutely neceſſary. 

One main End is to convince the World, that the Presbyterians 
areour molt Dangerous. Enemies; and to prove this, I find you have 
laid aſide all Argument, this is but trifling with them, and ſerves 
only toExpoſe their Weakneſs not their Malace, which is of ſo Invete- 
rate a Nature, you have rack d your Memory and Invention for 
Words to Expreſs it: Such knock-down Expreſſions, and too like 
Fear Self are theſe, which looſe a great deal in the Pronunciation of 
r e 's ef _ — eee and 1 9 
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Reffectionr upon Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c. 55 
y Trepans— Abominable and Execrable Villanies, Holy Jargon, 
and ScripturalShm.-To caſt a Miſt upon Men's Brains, to lead them 
© Blindfold into the Devil's Snare, to prevent their Repentance, and 
to Damn them with more Severity To play upon their Faith 
with all the Pharaſaical Artifice, and Legerdemain of words, and 
to diſguiſe and conſecrate Avarice and Oppreſſion, Ambition and 
©Injuſtice, Murder and Rebellion, Regicide and Sacriledge Diſtin- 
guiſhing Dialect, and Thibboleth of Faction and Sedition A- 
* toniſhing Impieties — Malignant and Virulence, and Implacable 

© Rancer of Phanariciſm Comprehenſive Combination of all 
Way ward and Diabolical Prejudices—— Reſtleſs and Embroiling 
Peſigns If the Fraitful Monſter is Jopt in one Part, it ſprouts- 

c up in another; like the Evil Spirit which poſſeſſes it, cannot ap- 
< pear in all different Forms, to aCtits Illuſions upon Mankind 
(and ſpeaking to Occaſional Conformity) A Principle that ought. 
©to quallify its Profeſſors for a Goal, inſtead of a Church; bring 
© them to the Scaffold, inſtead of the Altar; or advance them to- 
© Hama#'s Puniſhments, inſtead of his Preferments, (or as it was in 
the Original, which contain'd abundance more ſuch Pretty Jeſts, 
and ſome Blunders, advance them but to one Poſt of Preferment.) 
(And in another Page) Pride, Ambition, Self. conceit, Envy, Ha- 
tred, Jealouſie, Raſhneſs, Turbulency, Choler , Spleen, Moroſe- 
© neſs, Enthuſiaſm, Revenge, Luſt, II- nature, Ignorance, Affecta- 
tion, Singularity, Immortality, Debauchery, Malignant Compoſition 


l of the moſt Venemous Ingredients, as are enough (he very utterence 


ofthem out of the Mouth of Sacheverel) to raiſe a Plague amon 
among Mankind Secret Artifice, Infidious Virulence, 1 . 
Peep - working Revenge Engliſh Fanatick, the greateſt Monſter 
of them all — A poſtles of Darkneſs, Emiſſaries of the Devil, 
Helliſh Cauſe, Inſolent Mali factors. | vis 
Theſe are the Rare Beauties of off Author's Stile, with which 
he abounds, and to Tranſcribe them all were little leſs, than to take 
a Copy of his New-modelPd Diſcourſe ; who ſcorns a mean Word, 
which will die in the Pronunciation; and if he cannot ſpeak. Senſe, 
is refolv'd to make a Noiſe. | 


Perhaps the Author won't take it amiſs, if I bring in the Advice: 
of a Certain Poet here, ſince He is Himſelf a Poet, and ſeems to have 


been 
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56 Refleffions upon Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, Se. 
been Compoſing, when he wrote his Sermon, which may eaſily be 
thrown into Blanck Verſe, . 5 5 
But in your Lines let Energy be fund. 
And learn toriſe in Senſe, and ſink in Sound, 
Harſh Words, tho Pertinent, uncouth appear, 
| None pleaſe the Fancy, who offend the Ear. 
In Senſe and Numbers if you would excel, 
Read Tillotſon, conſider Hooker, well, 
Pearſon | 


But theſe Rumbling Expreſſions are not only the Familiar Orna» 
ments of his Stile, but what are deſign'd for Argument: Chri- 
ſtianity is not a greater Stranger to his New Phraſes, than our 
_ Conſtitution is to his New Politicks : Strange that this new way of 
Preaching ſhould be fo Neceſſary in theſe Perillous Times, and 
none but Mr. Sachevere! practice it, and Mr. Lefy immitate it! But 

theſe are the Two Great Heroes, who ſignilize their Zeal for the 

Church, that in this Trimming Age they dare not boldly defend 
Om 9h EF EE”, „ 
But I would now ask one Queſtion, Is any Man convinc'd by 
this Gentleman's Diſcourſe, that the Presbyterians are ſuch Dan- 
gerous Enemies. (I am as far from juſtifying their Principles, as He 
or any Man, but I ſpeak only of the Arguments which this Man has 
brought to prove them ſuch, and deſire but one thing like an Ar- 
gument.) Will the calling of them, Apoſtles of Darkneſs, or Emiſ- 
aries of the Devil to propogate a Helliſh Cauſe effect this? No, 
quite the contrary. Such Language in a Chriſtian Nation, and out 
of the Mouth of a Miniſter of Chriſt, and to his Eternal Diſgrace 
out of the very Pulpit too, was never before heard. Would not 
any Man, (who never heard of the Church of England, or Presby - 
terians) that reads this Sermon, immediately think the Presbyteri- 
ans to be the greateſt Villians under Heaven, to deſer ve this Uſage? 
He can't ſay that he ſpeaks only to the Occaſional Conformiſts 
among them, for in ſeveral places hie ſpeaks Phanaticiſm in general; 
as pag. 51. An Exgliſb Fanatick, the greateſt Monſter of them 

all, either Mahometan or Jew : But if he thinks there be any good 
Men among them, why does he not acknowledge it: Let him look 
into all the Controverſies with the Presbyterians, and he will 2 5 


Keflect ions on Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon. &c. 5% 
the ſame acknowledg'd by as Pious, Sincere and Learned Divines 
as himſelf: To Curſe and Damn them by Whole: Sale, at this Impi- 
ols rate, may juſtly ſtrike a Terror in the Conſcientious among 
them, and as juſtly give an Opportunity to the Knaves among them, 
to believe, and repreſent the Church, as Arbitrary and Tyrannical: 
AndI muſt tell him, that they are ſuch Men, as himſelf, that keep 
up the Diviſions on one ſide: Look into all the Presbyterian Libels, 
and you ſhall find ſuch Men as Leſley, and He their chief Subject; 
they 3 not to Reaſon, and if they are Anſwer'd with that, 
they fit down, and are quiet ; ſhall we then make uſe of their 
Weapons of Railery and Scandal? His Enemies thank him for't, 
and his Friends diſpiſe him; and Iam ſure, there's not on deſign- 
ing Knave this day among the Presbyterians, but rejoyces that his 
Tate Sermon is Printed; fo far is he from gaining his End, of 
Troubling, or Rendring them Odious by it: There's an Old Obſer- 
vation, and a very true one, That to ſay more or worſe of a Man 
than he deſerves, is the ready way to make the World disbelieve 
What may be truely ſaid of him; Exceſs in Commendation, raiſes 
Contempt; as Violence or Exceſs in accuſing another, raiſes Pity. 
The Application is eaſy. „ js 1 8801 
And yet this Man is careſs'd by ſome among us, and that Uni- 
verſicy, Which he is a Member of, Encourage him; there is 9) —, 
, 6—, Men whoſe very Faces are a Sc—1 to their 
Gowns, theſe Men clap the Honeſt Sacheverel on the Back, and 
pour College-Ale down his Throat; juſt as one would ſtroke Tou- 
Zer; and ſpit in his Mouth, to encourage him to take the Bull or 
Bear; fo they manage their Bull-dog to ſet him upon the Back of 
ſome brawny B—p, B—:?, or L!-—4, or 1-2. 
So much for this Author's Stile. In the next place, let us con- 
ſider his excellency in Politicks, where he ſays, page 33. Are theſe 
then the Perſons to be careſsd? Are theſe the Molves in Sherp's Cloath- 
ing, that are to be Invited and Complemented, even by our Superior 
\ Paſtors, into Chriſt's Fold to worry and devour it? Theſe are firange 
Politics And whether they ſavour not of the refin d Spirit of Rome 
or Geneva, let any Man judge; When they wiſely teach as to court bur 
moſt inveterate Foes, and to abaſe and ſacrifice our bent and moſt Faithful 
Friends! (J ſuppoſe he means Himſelf for one) To carry on the bleſe = 
Jed Work of Octaſional Conformity, 150 prevaricate and 1 5 
VVV H 1/1 Gharch. 
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Church and the Conventicle, and be aſbam'd or afraid to own their true 
Principles ! | Carre rt Tot att, 
Woe be to him that for the future dares ſpeak againſt the late 
Bill for Preventing Occaſional Conformity! No Matter if he be as 
great an Enemy to Occaſional Conformity it ſelf, as this great He- 
roe. Theſe are his pretended Principles, Why did he not Vote for 
the Paſſing of that Bill? If it were Juſt and Reaſonable, muſt 
Shame or groundleſs Fears prevent it? No, this Excuſe won't ſerve; 
we have found our Superior Paſtors, the Biſhops, out; they do but 
prevaricate and halt betwixt the Church and the Conventicle, for a 
while ready to enter in with the Presbyterian. „ 
But take care what you ſay, Who are theſe you Rail againſt? 
Was there not ſuch a Report, that the Court were againſt paſſing 
of that Bill ? And is that too to be Cenſur'd and Accus'd by every 
private Coxcomb or Incendiary? Who, I pray, is to judge of the 
Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Bill, but the Legiſlature? And if they 
 feem Averſe to it, ſhall this Man be permitted tò call it Prevarica- 
tion and Trimming ? Sometimes he will rail againſt the Presby- 
terians, for their Principle of appealing to the People; with what 
Face then can he ſet up for 3 Judge himſelf? 15 | | 
Il do but touch upon theſe Things here, becauſe I would not give 
the Reader, or my ſelf, the trouble of repeating thoſe Arguments, 
which are made ute of in the foregoing Part of this Diſcourſe. 
But there is one thing I would point out to the Reader, before 
I take my leave of this Gentleman, and that is, his own Character 
drawn by his own Pen; which is not only remarkable for the Ex- 
preſſion, which no Man elſe could ever come up to, but for his in- 
genuous Confeſſion, that he took the ſirſt and pureſt Draught of it, 
by turning his own Mind inward upon it ſelſ, and found that theſe 
Were all its ſecret Workings, and thoſe inviſible Labours and Springs, 
- which till this time have lay conceaPd in his dark Gell, or ſuch as. 
be has thought fit hitherto to diſſemble, or has now unwarily and 
ſtupidly blunder'd out. Page 12. 8 
Where a Man's Nature is wrought up with Impetuoſity 
and Fire, the Spirit will exert it ſelf in Boldneſs and Am- 
hition, in Rage and Raſhneſs, in Turbulency and Choler: 
This will make all his Councils ſanguine and precipitate, 
___ ©. his Actions unadvis d and unſteady. Whatever ſtrikes the Im- 
- +. magination thus in a Heat, makes a ſtrong, tho“ not always 
1 Wy 1 N «© a laſting 


RNefect ions on Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c. 59 
a laſting Impreſſion, and oor the Man into inordinate Tranſ- 
ports: This Conſtitution, if not ſubdued by the Afﬀiſtances of 
Wiſdom and Grace, will neither let us reaſon cooly, judge ſedate- 
ly, or act conſiſtantly: It drives and over- powers our Faculties, 
ralſes a kind of Hurricane in the Soul, and fo ruffles and diſcom- 
poſes its Serenity, that it is no more capable of diſcerning Truth 
than a troubl'd Sea of reflecting a perfect Image: This violent 
Temper has generally the Misfortune to be attended with Pride 
and Conceit, Vanity and Self-love, Vices that darken the inward _ 
Man, and infatuate and beſot his Underſtanding, and leave him 
utterly uncapable of Conviction: For they make him in Love 
with his own Errors, dote upon his own Follies, and admire his 
Deformities: They expoſe him to the moſt ridiculous Abfurdi- 
ties, to juſtifie and adore his own Crimes, and to vilifie and de- 
pretiate others Merit and Virtue: Upon which account he ſcorns 
others, and is himſelf deſpis'd, while he rails at them; he is no 
leſs reproach'd, and 1s deteſted by that World which he preſumes 
to abhor. Such Men are always carry'd on with a bitter and 
furious Zeal, fly into Extreams, love and hate in Exceſs, and 
view every thing thro' a wrong Glaſs, either magnified or dimi- 
niſh'd too much by Prejudice and Partiality: I hey are impatient 
of Contradiction, implacable in their Reſentments, boundleſs in 
their Hopes, ferce in their Proſecutions, , uneaſy under Delays, 
exalted with Succeſs, and dejected with Diſappointment: Like 
the poor Demoniack in the Goſpel, they are ſomerimes caſt into 
© the Fire, and ſometimes into the Water, and never at Eaſe and 
Tranquility with themſelves. | | 5 ks 
Here's true Sacheverel for You in every Line: Certainly there can- 
not be a greater or more convincing Argument to confirm the Truth 
of that Part of this Character, that a Man exalted with Paſſion is 
bereaſt of common Senſe, than this Author's not being able to diſ- 
cern theſe Defects in his own Conſtitution. Sꝛzrange Stupidity ! 
Does he take himſelf to be a Man of mild Temper? Does he never 
ſcorn and rail at others, or is he not deſpis'd, reproach'd and deſte- 
ſted by thoſe Perſons, Which he impudently and vainly preſumes to 
abhor? O ye ſweet and moderate Zeal of Mr. Sacheverel, How 
patient is he of Contradiction, and if You ſmite him on the one 
Cheek, will he not turn the other alſo! ann le. 
| „„ . 
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bo. Refieftions upon Ar. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c. 

But a great Part of this Character (as I have ſhew?d in the fore- 
going Diſcourſe) was found in that great and good Man Archbi- 
{hop Lad : But whether it be any more than a natural -Infirmity in 
Mr. Sacheverel, I will not determine; or whether I don't burleſque. 


and affront the Memory and Character of that noble Perſon, by 


likening bim in any reſpect to this ſanguine Gentleman, I am too 
much afraid: But ſuppoſe the beſt, and that it is no more than a a 
Failing in him, yet it ought to be corrected, tho? perhaps not too 
neceſſary in him, who is not likely to beadvanc'd to any Poſt, ſo as 
to be able to injure any Perſon beſides himſelf; nevertheleſs 'tis a 


dangerous Quality or Diſpoſition in any Perſon rais'd to Honour or 


Power; as is evident by the Example of Archbiſhop Land, deſcrib- 


ere is yet another Paſſage in this Author's Sermon, which I 


ed oy the Earl of Clarendon in his Hiſtory of the Rebellion. 


would remind him of, Page, 27. But how ridicylous and in- 
_ © verted a way of Reaſoning is this, to prove the Truth and Mora- 


* lity of any Man's Actions, by his pretended Principles? Where- 
* as we. ought to judge quite contrary, and prove the Truth and 


« Morality of his real Principles by his apparent and expreſs Acti- 


bons. And again, How few are there in the World that know how 
to diſtinguiſh between Mens Honeſty and their Characters. 


Iwiſhthat He and all Men would carefully obſerve this Rule: If 


he had refolv'd formerly to valye and efteemMen more for their Re- 
ligion than their {ſiding with a Party, or any other Conſideration, 


he had never undertaken to juſtifie a certain Gentleman, whoſe Prin- 


ciples and Character are hinted at in the fore-goingDiſcourſe; and if 


his chief Regard had been to Merit, he had never flatter'd ſome, and 


buleſqu'd others of thoſe Gentlemen, who alone deſir'd that he might 


print his Sermon, after that rate as he does in his fulſome Dedication ; 
In a Word, he would have more Caution of Men of looſe and athe- 
iſtical Principles, and ſuſpe& ſome evil Deſign even in their beſt - 


Actions; and not immediately deſpiſe and reproach good Men, be- 


. cauſe they refuſe to joyn in a good Act at a time when *tis deſign'd 


and propog'd by ſome crafty Leaders, to bring about ſome more dan- 


gerous Eyil than we ſuffer at preſent by the Permiſſion of it, and of 
+. Which he is a very improper and preſuming Judge. | 


I cant but obſerve farther at the end of your Sermon, when you 
are addreſſing your ſelves to the Judges in behalf of the Clergy- men, 
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Reflexions on Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c, 61 
who was accus d (I won't ſay how juſtly) of an abominable Crime, 
that you cannot for bear your uſual Language and Dialect, to reſcue: 
and defend the Party accus d, you call the Accuſers Curſed Miſcre- 
ants, Impudent and Overgrown Offenders, Inſatiable and Mercena- 
ry Blood-hounds; now tho? you may urge in your Defence, that 
you direct this in general to all perjur'd Perſons, yet *tis too plain, 
that theſe are new Terms brought in here to ſerve a Turn: Not to 

mention the little Grounds you had for this ſevere Accuſation, What 

is the uſe of ſuch Language to convince? No certainly; if I were to 
perſwade any Perſon of an Error by the ſtrength of Truth, I would 
do it with all the Mildneſs, and in the plaineſt and moſt obliging 
manner I could ; whereas your Arguments (or what you call ſo) 
favour more of the refin*d Spirit of Bil;zgs-gate, than of the Schools 
or Univerſity. We 2 0 e ee 03 wind 3 acts 
And farther, Page, 47. You have theſe Words. I ſhall not 
© preſume to diregt my Superiors, but with Submiſſion, in this pe- 

© rilous Cafe, there cannot be too much Equity ſhewn ;; it may ſeem 

'© here highly expedient to temper the Rigour and Letter of the Law; 
all Circumſtances ought ſedately to be-ponder'd, and the whole: 
© Courſe and Tenor of a Man's Life and Character, otherwiſe irre- 

_ © prehenfible, ſer in oppoſition tocounter-ballance the ſuſpicious E- 
© vidence given in of one ſingle Action: If eyer a becoming Mercy 
may be allow'd to ſoften Juſtice, in this Caſe it may be requiſite: 
and praife-worthy, wherein the ſacred Dignity of a. whole Order 
ci eee tom Ei one el 

It muſt be confeſs'd that You uſher in your Advice in this Place: 
with a ſeeming Shew of Civility, which is ſo much the more ſur- 

- prizing and extraordinary, as it is almoſt the only Expreſſion, in 
your Whole ' Diſcourſe, which argues or can perſuade us, that: 

there is the - leaſt Compoſition / of » Modeſty, in your Nature or 
Conſtitution : But even here you aſſume to your ſelf a Right of 

| fitive Determination; it may ſeem, you ſay, highly expedient. to 

\ temper the Rigour and Letter of the Law, and requiſite to ſoften. 

. Juſtice: Ialways thought it the Duty and, Buſineſs of the Judge 

to ſee the Law put in Execution, and not to correct it, and 

oblig' d to give Sentence according to the Evidence: But I ſop- 
poſe this Mice was for the Grand- Jury, who were to find: 
the Bill, and with whom T preſume you might have greater = 


# 


62. Reflections upon Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c. 
ns, and a more proper and deſerv'd Acquaintance than with the 
: N or do I ſee wherein the Dignity of a whole Order is concern'd, 
by having one unworthy Member; a Presbyterian or Low-Church- 
man, in your ſenſe of the Word, might he allow'd to make ſuch 
a Reflection; but I ſhould think a High-Church-man, that De- 
fender of our Conſtitution, afleep, or drunk with Paſſion, as You 
might be, to infinuate ſuch a thing; and therefore Sir with Sub- 
miſſion, I think it no Reflection upon that ſacred Order, that 
You, and He, and ſome others, who are reverend Doctors of the 
Vniverſity, are · Members of it. *** EIT. 
And now I am ſpeaking of the Order of the Clergy, I ſhall take 
the Liberty to mention one thing, which was omitted in its proper 
Place, and that is; whether it be not an Injury to our Church, and 
'" Diſgrace to her Minitters, that thoſe frivolous Diſputes about the 
Righits of Convocation ſhould be proſecuted with that warmth of 
Malice and Satyr, as ſome of their Miniſters and Members do? *Tis 
well known the P. ris a Man who deſires abſolute Power in 
that Place, as well as in his own Univerſity; and 'tis no Wonder, 
that if he is ſo much in Love with Wit, as to burleſque Religion, 
or ſuch an Admirer of Satyr, as to injure Mens Reputation, to gra- 
tie his Ambition, he will not endeavour to inflame the whole Body 
of Clergy, and proſecute a Trifle even to the Church's Ruin. 
But conſider, I pray, all ſuch that pretend to Purity of Life, 
and Charity towards one another, how contradictory it is to theses 
Principles, that to ſhew your Wit or Art in Satyr, in expofing - - 


2 


other Men's Errors, you can diveſt your ſelves, not only of com- 


mon Civility or Reſpect, but even of Chriſtianity it Telf. 
Think you not, that ic contributes vaſtly to the ſatisfaction of 
her Majeſty, and the eſtabliſhing Peace in theſe her Dominions, 
that you ſhould meet together in this Place, where the Eyes of the 
Whole Nation are upon you, ſo ſtrangely to invert the Deſign of 
your coming together??? FVV 
Tou may think the preſent ill Effects of it not worth your Conſi- 
*  deration, or putting an End to your Heats and Diyiſions; but aſ- 
ſure your ſelves, that if you carry it on much fart, you will be 
ſenſible of the ill Conſequences when tis too late: And you may 
even ſo far exaſperate the moſt pious and tender Prince, whoſe 
F |  Thoughrs | 
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Reflections upon Mr. Sacheverel's Sermon, &c. 63 
Thoughts ſuch a Deſign never entred, but with the greateſt Con- 
cern and ReluQtance, to reſolve of putting an end to your Diſputes,. 
by keeping you at a farther Diftance. — Be 

But to return to my little Heroe: Whether the Witneſſes were 
| ſuborn'd or not, or whether he were really guilty of the Fact, I 
will not determine; but this is apparent to all the World, that he 
has given too great Cauſe of Suſpicion, by Acts of a not much in- 


ferior Nature; and that therefore the whole Tenor of his Life was 


not otherwiſe irreprehenſible: And ſure I am, that tis a much greater 
Scandal and Reproach to the ſacred Dignity. of that whole Order, 
to Countenance and Protect one of their Members who is Corrupt, 
than to Degrade and Puniſh him. | 1575 
If you think I ſpeak this to bring the Clergy under Diſgrace, 
pray conſider what is ſaid in the former part of this Diſcourſe: I 
only mention it to expoſe your Preſumption of determining Things. 
beyond your Bounds or Capacity, and your violent and furious 
Mm to deſendsRight or Wrong, , 


And jo, STR, I take my leave of Tou for the Preſent... ; 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Book being Printed in haſt, and the Author not having Time 
t Wok over the Sheets, there are ſeveral Errors of the Preſs, 
which the Reader is deſired to Correct, eſpecially theſe following: There 
are many more, but not being material, I have not taken any Notice of 
them. ; | | 


5; Page 49. Line 29. For, or not to neceſſary, read, ære not ſo neceſſary. Line 31. for, over-- | 
ture, read, ovezzurn. Line 37. for, as I did, read, as K—— ]J —— (id. Page 50, Line 
26. for, * Enemies. 55 . | 
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